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The Stand opened during the spring semester of 2017. It is located on the 

second floor of the Student Services building at San Diego Mesa College. 2017- 

2018 was its first full academic year in service. 

Introduction
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The Stand is overseen by the Office of Student Success & Equity utilizing both 

Federal and Veteran Affair work study students for the day to day operations.  



 As the “Leading College of Equity and Excellence”, Mesa College is committed to doing 

all that we can to assist our students in meeting their basic needs.  The goal is to meet 

our students where they are in order to help them to achieve both academic and 

professional success.  One of our key equity initiatives, The Stand, addresses the 

increasing apprehension over food insecurity on campus. In addition to providing 

immediate food relief, The Stand provides information on other support programs (e.g., 

CAL Fresh and 211 San Diego), and community food pantry resources for students. 

 

The primary goal of The Stand is to serve students who experience food insecurities and 

are in need of emergency food. This generally correlates with low income, but it is not 

always the case. As noted in multiple studies, a large number of students earn income 

that may be too high to qualify for financial aid, and as a consequence are barely able to 

get by. For this reason, The Stand is available to all students, and through embedded 

follow-up services the college can intentionally focus on disproportionately impacted 

students.  Through this, “serving the whole community”, approach we mitigate any stigma 

that a student might experience by being singled out for this valuable resource. 

 

On behalf of Mesa College, Student Services and the Equity department, thank you for 

your support of The Stand as we endeavor to end food insecurity concerns for our 

students here at Mesa College. 

 

Sincerely,   

 

Larry Maxey, 

Dean of Student Success and Equity 

Message from Equity
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Larry Maxey
Dean of Student Success & Equity

EOPS/STAR TRIO/CARE 

CalWORKS 

AVANZA 

THE STAND

DSPS



To help alleviate food insecurity on campus by providing a safe and secure environment 

where all students have access to food, educating the campus and local community 

about food and housing insecurity, and providing access to professional clothing to help 

our students succeed both in the classroom and in the community. 

Mission & Vision

Vision:

Mission:
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A campus where our students have access to basic needs information and resources. 



Goals & Student Services Outcomes 

• Improve the services The Stand provides by continual dialogue with the college 

community through presentations, meetings, and survey’s 

 

• Grow The Stand’s ability to meet the basic needs of the Mesa student population through 

increased staffing (certificated and classified), tools, equipment and innovative delivery 

methods. 

 

• Expand partnerships and connections with employers and explore the development of an 

institutional internship program. 

• Students will gain awareness of basic needs services available on campus and in the 

community. 

 

• Students will show an increased understanding of the impacts of food and housing 

insecurities. 
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Goals:

Student Services Outcomes



Who We Served
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We believe that knowing the students who show up and use our resources is vital  to the 

continued success and growth of our program. It allows us to consider opportunities to reach out 

and to learn what our students need and want. The Stand uses the resources of our Institutional 

Effectiveness department for Statistical Demographic Data and we generate our own in house 

survey via Google Doc's to ask directed questions of the students utilizing The Stand.

We rise by 
lifting others.

*81% note some level of food insecurity 

*73% state that they receive no other assistance with 

food 

*16% receive CalFresh benefits 

User Data

96% utilized The Stand for food  

*Of these students, 54% used the clothing for a job 
interview 
*Of those who interviewed, 60% got the job! 

25% utilized The Stand for clothing  

52% note some level of housing insecurity 

83% would recommend The Stand 



Farmers Market
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Beginning in the spring of 2018 Mesa College partnered with Feeding San Diego 

to create a FREE Farmers Market for our students. We held 2 Farmers Markets in 

the final two months of the 17/18 school year. Each one was a rousing success 

providing food to 500-700 households at each event and passing 

out nearly 20,000 pounds of fresh produce. 

San Diego Mesa College Farmers Market



In the News
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The Stand made it in the local news this year, for the campus #GivingTuesday event, and 

at the kick-off of our FREE Farmers Market.

News8 debuts San Diego Mesa College's Free Farmers Market. Watch the video below! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m8jg3VBw9M#action=share 

KUSI News feature The Stand during Giving Tuesday 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/N474Lirv53c 

Fox5 interviewing Vice President, Ashanti Hands on Mesa'a FREE Farmers Market 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/JBBNZU2fwfM 

KUSI News on Taking a Stand Against Hunger 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILWWGHJ8X7w#action=share 

Go Mesa!

EXTRA! EXTRA! 
Read all about it!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m8jg3VBw9M#action=share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILWWGHJ8X7w#action=share


Presentations & Conferences
8

TedX – Invisible Realities: College Student Food Insecurity 

April 27, 2018 @ SD Mesa College  

View here: https://www.ted.com/tedx/events/27590

#RealCollege Convening 

October 23-24, 2018 @ The Wisconsin Hope Lab, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA 

The Stand SDCCD Board Meeting –  

November 9, 2017 @ San Diego Mesa College 

Participants: Johanna AlemanClaudia Estrada-Howell 

View document here: 

http://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/cpr/boardReport_110917_P.pdf

The Stand: Addressing Student Food Insecurities at Mesa College 

November 17, 2017 @ League of Community Colleges San Jose Fairmont- Glen Ellen Room 

Participants: Johanna Aleman, Claudia Estrada-Howell, Ashanti Hands, and Larry Maxey 

 

Basic Needs Summit   

April 26-27, 2018 @ Doubletree Hotel, Sacramento CA, 

Hosted by the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office 

California League of Community Colleges Annual Conference, 

November 2017 in San Jose, CA 

College Campus Convening  

April 2018 @ UCSD, hosted by the Jacobs & Cushman San Diego Food Bank  



Financial Report
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During the 17-18 school year The Stand brought in $7378.30 in monetary donations. This 

total includes mini-grants from SD Mesa Foundation and SD Mesa Associated Students 

 

We spent $6067.43 on food and supplies. Please note that we were able to keep the 

foundation cost this low because we were able to utilize Hunger Free Campus 

funding from the state of California for food cost towards the end.  

 

The Department of Student Success & Equity financially supported staffing for The Stand.  

http://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/cpr/boardReport_110917_P.pdf


Campus and Community Partners
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Thank 
 you! 

The Stand would like to acknowledge our campus and community partners for supporting our 

first full year and going above and beyond to launch this project. This work would not have been 

possible without the support of the following:


