
SAN DIEGO MESA COLLEGE 
SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES AND PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMPUTER AND INFORMATION SCIENCES PROGRAM 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2011, 8 PM, AGILE SAN DIEGO  

 
MINUTES 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:    FACULTY/STAFF PRESENT: 
June Clark,  Chair     Duane Wesley, Faculty 
Lynn Langit      Jill Baker, Dean 
Stanley Kurdziel        
Chris Zwickitton 
Bob Dobson 
Llewellyn Falco 
Carl Manastger 
Allan Schougaard 
Steve Bickel        
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 8:00PM 
 
2. WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS: 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  N/A  

 
4. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. Overview- Mesa College CISC program/curriculum- Professor W. 
Duane Wesley.  Duane Wesley introduced the purpose of the 
Advisory Committee.  He then presented an overview of the program’s 
certificates, degrees, and curriculum.  They discussed transfer, 
individual needs, and different programming languages.  He presented 
the new game programming program and its curriculum.  Based upon 
labor market indicators, graduates of the program will be in high 
demand in Southern California. 

B. Future plans- CISC Department 
C. Group Discussion- 

1. Software engineering methodologies in general 
2. Languages, frameworks, and platforms:  There was active 

discussion between the group and Professor Wesley regarding 
program languages that would best prepare students for a broad 
variety of applications in Computer Science.  Advisory Committee 
felt that the program should always introduce a language that will 
be utilized in further classes and industry. 

 
  There was dialogue regarding cross-understanding of languages  
  and the restrictions and abilities of the various programming   



  languages.  Two schools of thought were debated:  the first   
  regarding mastery of one language before proceeding to another;  
  the second, to experience a variety of languages and understand  
  functionalities. 

3. Other tools (configuration management, build tools, etc.) 
4. What emerging technologies are important for students to 

learn?  Advisory Committee discussed job growth in data science, 
including big data components and data mining.  Committee 
recommended the addition of a database course and the need to 
use a database; SQL was discussed.  Advisory Committee asked if 
the program collaborates with the four-year colleges to determine 
what they want in our graduates.  Committee advised focusing 
upon a narrower curriculum. 
 
In terms of skills that industry would like to see, the committee 
asked that graduates not only write code but also be able to read 
code.  They asked that students be tested in their ability to check 
code, and they advised motivating assignments that make the 
process enjoyable. 
 

5. What is the future of software and computing technology? 
6. How can Agile San Diego help (i.e. guest lectures, workshops, 

etc.)  A number of Advisory Committee members expressed the 
desire to conduct workshops and give presentations to our students 
to promote important programming and software engineering 
concepts and principles. 
 

 
5. NEXT MEETING: SPRING 2012  (Date to be determined.) 

   FALL 2012 
    

6. ADJOURNMENT:   9:30PM 
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