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MEMBERS PRESENT:                                  FACULTY/STAFF PRESENT: 
Chris Jennewein, Times of San Diego           Janna Braun, Faculty 
Sara Kelly, National University                        
Tanya Sierra, San Diego County D.A.  
  

 
       

1. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by chairperson Sara Kelly, 
at 2:34 p.m. in Room G202 at Mesa College. 
 

2. WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS  
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The minutes from the April 15, 2014, meeting were 
unanimously approved.  
 

4. OLD BUSINESS: 
A. Student Recruitment: In an effort to recruit new students to the student 

newspaper production course and the journalism program, several ideas were 
floated to pique student interest, including a newsroom open house and using 
the Mesa Press Facebook and Twitter page to promote journalism classes. 
Should also include links to Mesa Press stories.  Janna will plan an Open 
House before the end of the semester and utilize Mesa’s Communications 
Office to promote participation.   

B. Program/Course SLOs and Student Graduation: Janna has developed 
both program and course SLOs for the Mesa journalism program and 
individual courses.  She indicated she is currently working on inputting them 
into Taskstream as part of the program’s comprehensive program review in 
preparation for the accreditation visit in 2016.  In spring 2014, Mesa issued its 
first-ever journalism degrees to three students. They were transfer degrees 
and are the first in the 50-year history of Mesa.  

   

5. NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Industry Update – Chris, Sara, Tanya  

a. Chris Jennewein said that his new venture, Times of San Diego, is 
doing well.  The site is averaging 200,000 unique readers per month 
and is seeing strong ad sales particularly from Google and AOL.  They 
currently have six contract employees and may be looking to hire more 



students in a part-time role in the future. They currently have 1 part-
time student and pay the student $10/hr.  They also recently launched 
the new MyNewsLA.com site, which covers Los Angeles/Orange 
County rapid-fire news and have two contract employees writing 
exclusively for that site.   

b. Tanya Sierra said that things have settled down at the San Diego 
County District Attorney’s office since the June election.  They are 
currently working on creating their own video news stories of 
approximately 1-3 minutes in length to promote various programs and 
services in their office, as well as recent high-profile cases. This is to 
help the public feel more connected to what the office does.  They are 
also trying to beef up their social media presence to showcase what 
happens in their office.  

c. Sara Kelly continues in her role as the lead faculty for the 
undergraduate digital journalism program at National University. The 
journalism program is part of a newly created department within the 
university – Journalism, Film, and Entertainment Arts.  This department 
includes the journalism program and two new programs that will be 
based out of Los Angeles: screen writing and digital cinema. National 
is also opening a studio in Los Angeles to support these new 
programs.  Sara, Chris, and Tanya are all working on creating a half-
day journalism/media conference in San Diego, which would include a 
variety of speakers from different areas of mass media. They are 
currently assessing interest and inviting speakers.    

 

6. NEXT MEETINGS: Spring 2015- tentatively, a Tuesday or Thursday in late 
March/early April in Room G202 at Mesa College. 
  

7. ADJOURNMENT:  Sara Kelly adjourned the meeting at 3:25 p.m. 
   


