
 
Advisory Board Meeting,   
Tuesday, October 28, 2014   4:30 p.m. 
Visions Art Museum, Point Loma 
 

Minutes 
 

Call to Order /Introductions 
Attendees: Tanya McAnear, Elizabeth Samford, Barbara Leeks, Rachael Libolt, Beth 
Smith, Angela Croce, Danene Brown, Meegan Feori, Brigitte Palmer, Gretchen 
Bergman, Diane Cavagnaro, Linnea Zeiner, Kit Kurakose, Heather Haas, Stacy East, 
Kristi Ehrig-Burgess, Meegan Feori, Susan Lazear, Donna Namdar 
 
Introductions 
 

Approval of Minutes of 5/6/14 
Minutes Approved,  
Moved by Madelaine Cranfill, seconded by Stacy East and carried with all in favor. 
 

Continuing Business 
Enrollment/Economic Impact/Status 

 Meegan indicated all the classes are running, slightly down in enrollment but for the 
most part they are strong as a program.  Fashion anticipates as the economy gets 
better, enrollment becomes a bit soft, but most classes filled to capacity.  

Faculty Update 

 Meegan Feori is a new contract faculty member. She has come from the fashion 
industry, plus she has teaching background at Saddleback Community College. 
Jordon Smiley is a new adjunct, whose teaching background is primarily costume 
construction, taught at other community colleges 

2014 Golden Scissors Event Summary 

 The 2014 even had about 700 people in attendance, possibly more people there 
than the ticket sales reflect.  It is counted by the number of chairs. The income was 
$19,400 attained through donations and tickets sales.  This year Eventbrite was used 
as an additional option for ticket sales (an online ticket ordering) and this was very 
successful.  The patron pays the extra fee. The program will use this again next year. 
Eventbrite sent a check directly to the school to Susan and she signs it over.  There 
were also fire evacuations so this could have affected the attendance. The main 
uncertainty in ticket sales is the last minute sales. The video production and DJ 
services are performed gratis by Mesa staff, but even using in-house services the 
costs were still 17,000 and the hotel is about $12,000, lighting and draping 4,000. 
The hotel is the main cost, but attendance has grown to such a level, there is 
currently no other easy viable venue. 

 The question was put to the Board if we would like to continue the connection with 
the guilds, to have the students know about the guilds. The consensus was that 
although the primary goal of the show is to promote the students and the program, 
but also it is good to show the connections to the community. 
 

Curriculum Update:   



 A new course, Fash 157, International Field Studies: Special Topics has been 
added, primarily to serve students studying abroad a second time.  In this course, the 
student must pick a more focused topic that would relate to where they would like to 
see their career progress,  

 A second course, Fash 158, Tradeshows Field Studies is another course currently in 
the curriculum development system. The focus of this class will be for students to 
attend tradeshows such as Magic in Las Vegas or others in Los Angeles.  The idea 
is that the student would volunteer and gain experience with trade shows, this is 
good for students working in merchandising and design.  

 Fash 169: Textile Design is also in development. This will be a 16-week course and 
different from Fash 170, a 4-week course, which will serve as an overview/sampler. 
Fash 169 will be a hands-on course. 

 Fash xx,  Fit and Alterations is a course has been brought reactivated and enhanced.  
 

Costuming Degree and Certificate 

 The Fashion Program continues its planning for a Costuming Degree and 
Certificate. The initial layout may be too many courses, see accompanying list, if 
you want an associate degree you need to do the general education requirement.   

 Susan and Meegan have met with the theater department and hoping that the 
fashion students could do some of their practical work in the theater department, the 
first work experience would be at Mesa on site with the school theater and then the 
students could work with a theater off campus, these students would take 
fundamentals of performance and production, there is also the possibility of 
arranging coordination with the dance program.  

 Possible new courses to consider for this degree/certificate are Knitwear (Design and 
Construction), Accessory Design, and Period Costume Design.  

 The strategy is to build the courses first, and then present them to Sacramento. 
Currently the unit count is already at 51.5 units. The main question is whether to be 
focused on the technical or on design.  The Board expressed that it felt it is more 
important to focus on technical classes.  

 Fashion has thought about creating stackables (or mini certificates) so that students 
may achieve multiple certificates and work their way to a degree.  

 The main consideration is to determine whether the degree/certificate should be 
technical or design.  It could be that the focus for the degree is technical, but the 
certification could be for design. Dean Brown suggested that Fashion consider 
having a group of core courses, or the student can pick which way they want to go. 
They would begin with the core classes and then choose their emphasis, each of the 
emphasis could have specific certificate for each.  Susan and Meegan will rework a 
two-track system to propose so that each of the specialties (technical and design) 
have the core class requirements. 

 It was suggested that Computer patterning could be an elective, for the 
certificate/degree. 

 The question was raised about the Fashion Selection class (what looks good on a 
certain person, it is used by buyers, designers, so this would be more design less 
technical). The suggestion was made that the focus be on technical design and this 
is a two-year program, she felt with a 2 year program that the students must have the 
technical skills.  The industry needs someone who can make a pattern not just 
making mood boards and fashion drawings. The undercurrent is that these students 
are being sidetracked by the title of “design”.   



 Faculty will look at what other schools are calling these programs (costume 
technician, costume design) and report back to the board. 

 Faculty will look to city college construction classes to make sure there are not 
conflicts between a curriculums at City College and Mesa 

 
Perkins Grant: Spending 

 Fashion received $23,000 from Perkins last spring and most is spent.  

 Items purchased with Perkins funds included an industrial sewing machine, two 
Bernina sewing machines, Adobe Creative Suite updates, and screen capture 
software for making videos. 

 Perkins had a surplus of money at the end of the fiscal year in June and bought 9 
computers and 1 I-pad with it.  
 

Project Runway Event,  

 On Saturday, Sept. 20, 2014, Mesa Fashion teamed up with The American Sewing 
Guild (San Diego Chapter). Bradon McDonnell was the featured speaker. The event 
was a good collaboration; Mesa offered space for the guest speaker and the Sewing 
Guild arranged for the funds for the rest of the event.  It was a good outreach and 
sent the correct message to students regarding the realities of the work pace. His 
message was work hard, and study hard. The program plans to continue this 
collaboration. 
 

New Building 

 The new Business and Technology building is in progress and meetings with fashion 
faculty are in holding pattern while the architects continue. It is believed that move-in 
will be in by the end of 2016, but more likely, Spring semester, 2107.  There will be 
another final meeting November. 

 

New Business 
Study Abroad Trip 2015: Paris 

 The Study Abroad Committee on campus has moved towards an interdisciplinary 
course.  The proposal is a month in Paris, France during Summer 2015, where 
students would take French 2 and Fashion. When polled, 130 students indicated 
interest. The plan is to schedule the French classes in the morning (Monday - 
Wednesday) and schedule fashion visits in the field throughout Paris in the 
afternoons, some Fridays and possible Saturdays. The cost of this trip is $2,490.00 
excluding airfare and food.  The student will be housed in a dorm (La Cité).  Susan 
will need to come up with activities for all the students. This will take place in July 
2015. 
 

2015 Golden Scissors Event  

 The 2015 Golden Scissors Event will be Date will be Friday, May 8th, 2015. 
We are looking for underwriting for the Golden Scissors event, as always. 

 A theme has not been decided at this time. Considerations for a theme ability to 
name scenes in show, find graphic that makes sense for the postcards, suitability of 
music to be picked. The board was asked for suggestions, and one, Mother Earth 
was put forward. For future, Susan will put together a list of themes from the past 
several years so that the Board can know what past themes have been used.  

 
Ed Plan Meeting for Students  



 Fashion is finding that students need extra guidance to plan their educational 
strategy.  They have asked a counselor, Leroy Johnson, to meet with students on 
Nov 6th, . He will discuss the creation of an Ed Plan and the Transfer process. 

 The goal is to have students complete the degree in 2 years.  

  All students will need to complete an Ed plan, which has become a State 
requirement.  

 Right now there are no transfer agreements with four-year schools.  

 It was suggested that students need coaching of the requirements of four-year 
schools.  

 Faculty’s first step is to build articulation agreements with the various four-year 
institutions, so it is know which courses will transfer directly.  The next step is to build 
Transfer agreements. 

 As an orientation for Spring Semester, an excel spreadsheet of course offerings will 
be sent to students for planning purposes.  
 

Fashion Club Activities 

 Susan is Advisor and Meegan is a volunteer advisor. 

 The club has had 2-3 fabric sales and they have held a meet and greet meeting.   

 Nov 8th is Homecoming on campus and the Fashion Club will have a booth and sell 
fabric. The funds raised will go towards fashion scholarship.  
 

Liaison with Continuing Education 

 Fashion faculty have been meeting with Donna Namdar, and are working on a 
matriculation agreement. The goal is to support each other without competing. 

 
Fashion Redux 2015 
 

 This is the project with the Sand Diego History Center. The focus decade this year is 
the 1910’s. Four garments were selected by the History Center staff and Fashion 
Faculty. Students could view and photograph the garments at the History Center. 
They then created sketches, and create modern garments inspired by the original 
ones.  2015  is the centennial year for Balboa Park, celebrating the 100 year 
anniversary of the Panama Exposition. 
 

CTE Enhancement funds 

 Fashion will be receiving about $7,000 to integrating wearable technology into the 
Fashion program, through the existing curriculum. This is for a bit of fun on the 
runway of incorporating technology into actual fashions. They will select advanced 
students and/or graduates to do an independent study and create something. 
 

ILO for Work Force Preparedness,  

 Institutional Learning Objectives, see the handout,  

 At the moment there is not an institutional learning objective that pertains to work 
force preparedness, although the college’s mission statement does.  

 Susan and Meegan developed a learning objective and presented it to the ILO 
committee for consideration. They believe, many programs, and particularly the 
vocational-related programs would benefit as it is appropriate to what is taught. In 
addition, it also would make it easier to justify funds for new classes, building, 
supplies etc.…essentially work force preparedness this should be an overall goal for 
the whole college. 



 
Program Review 

 Program Review is a program self- evaluation to determine that each program on 
campus is meeting the mission of the college and their program. This year, Fashion 
is in Year One of the review with is the most challenging review year. It is due in 
early 2015.   
 

Scholarships 

 The college gives many scholarships, and the  Fashion Program commits itself to 
approximately $2500.00 in scholarships plus an additional $1000.00 for the study 
abroad program.   

 
SD Fashion Week 

 The Fashion Program would like to involve its students in San Diego Fashion Week. 
Possibly in the future they would consider partially sponsoring a past student to 
present a collection.  

 A few of the board members cautioned that the SD Fashion week is more of a 
publicity “stunt”.  They are concerned that the $1500 entrance fee is not going to help 
the student sell their work. It was stated that one can actually go to a tradeshow with 
10 pieces and launch a line. The Board highly suggests that the students go to Magic 
in Las Vegas.  
 

 
Next Meeting    
Tentatively, early May 4, 2015, Golden Scissors Garment Judging 
Golden Scissors Event will be Date will be Friday, May 8th  2015 
 
Adjournment, 
Meeting adjourned at 6:12 pm 
 


