
Esteemed Colleagues, 
 
Chris Bishop will be our First Friday speaker this Friday October 6 (1:00 PM - 2:30 PM), in the G101 
Auditorium.  
 
Title 
Big Decisions from Big Data: Applied Analytics in Industry 
  
Abstract 
The age of “Big Data” is revolutionizing how businesses all over the world operate and make decisions. 
ViaSat’s data scientists bear the primary responsibility of leveraging Big Data to derive actionable 
business insights and help ensure ViaSat’s continued success.  This talk will provide an overview of “Big 
Data” analytics, including what data science is, the tools used to tackle tough business questions, and 
applied examples. Anyone interested in learning more about data science as a career is encouraged to 
attend. 
  
Presenter Information 
Chris Bishop received a B.S. in genetics (2005) and Ph.D. in auditory neuroscience (2012) from UC Davis. 
He has been working as a data scientist at ViaSat, a satellite communications company in Carlsbad, 
CA, for over two years. He specializes in "Big Data" analytics and machine learning applications 
throughout the company. He spends his free time hiking, visiting breweries, reading geeky fantasy 
novels, and scouring the internet for interesting topics in statistics. 
  
First Friday Speaker Series 
The Mesa Computer and Information Sciences (CISC) Department and Mesa Robotics Organization (MRO) 
are sponsoring this exciting speaker event as part of the First Fridays Speaker Series. The aim of this 
series is to highlight the power and ubiquity of Computer Science applications, as well as to promote 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics (C-STEAM). 
 
Please note that this will be a flex event. You'll be able to secure flex time if you register at the Flex site 
and attend. 
 
All faculty, staff, and students are encouraged to attend.  Please consider offering extra credit to your 
students for their attendance! 
 
I look forward to seeing you all there! 
 
 
 
W. Duane Wesley 
Department Chair 
Computer and Information Sciences (CISC) 
San Diego Mesa College 
Mesa Robotics Organization Advisor 
 
"When we quit thinking primarily about ourselves and our own 
self-preservation, we undergo a truly heroic transformation of consciousness." 
     -Joseph Campbell 
 


