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Mesa College Institutional Learning Outcomes 

(l-r) Photographers Carol Beilstein, Juan Ortega, and student Luke Cessna, share their photographs of the new 
Osprey chick taking flight on Mesa’s facebook page. Click here for more. 

WELCOME TO MESA E-NEWS, the monthly e-zine of college-wide events, activities  
and news. For daily news and events, follow us on facebook at facebook.com/sandiegomesacollege 

Nearly 400 graduates participated in the 2013 
Mesa College Commencement exercises on Sat., 
May 18, at the Jenny Craig Pavilion. This year, Mesa 
awarded 1,034 AA/AS degrees and 345 certificates 
of achievements. Student speaker Jessica Crafton 
told  fellow graduates to “keep pushing ourselves 
to be better, do better, and see better. To keep our 
eyes open to the world around us, to accept those 
who are different and learn from them. To take 
chances in life, and learn from every possible 
experience.” Click here to see more photos. 

Cheers, tears and personalized mortarboards at Commencement 

Just in time for Mother’s Day: Mesa’s new baby osprey takes flight 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.578463148852498.1073741852.132173396814811&type=3
http://www.flickr.com/photos/sdmesa/sets/72157633544943888/
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San Diego Mesa College Institutional Learning Outcomes 

Happy Students, Counselors  and Profs Celebrate Transfer Success 
Of more than 800 Mesa grads who will move on to four-year institutions 
this year, 50 participated in the annual Transfer Recognition Luncheon on 
May 2, hosted by the Transfer Center. One of the highlights of the event 
was the speech given by Tammy Valdovinos.  A former Mesa Student 
Ambassador and military veteran, Tammy is enrolled in SDSU with a dual 
major (Youth Theatre and Sociology) and currently serves as a SDSU 
Veterans House Staff person.   
     SDSU was the transfer of choice for 22 of the attendees. Schools 
within the UC and CSU systems topped the list, with ten students 
selecting UC San Diego, five UC Santa Barbara, and four UC Berkeley. The 
top transfer degrees were Business Administration and Psychology.  

Physical Therapy Program hosts 1st Annual Completion Ceremony 
Dean Margie Fritch and Tina L. Recalde, Chair of the Physical Therapy 
Assistant Program, hosted a completion ceremony for 18 graduates of 
the Program on Friday, May 3. Students, family and friends were joined 
by instructors from 27 clinical affiliates.  
     Following remarks, President Pam Luster was joined by faculty 
member Christine Kinney to present certificates and pins. Kinney (at 
right with Dean Margie Fritch) was also acknowledged for her work 
and contributions to the program. 
     Students of the Class of 2013 – who advanced through the program 
together – were presented with  individual awards. Class historian Lena 
Baker also showed a video montage.   
     The PTA Class of 2013 had a 75% graduation rate. The graduates are 
now eligible to take the Licensure Examination for approval as a 
Physical Therapist Assistant. 
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Alumni Corner:  Artist Miya Hannan  
2013 Distinguished Alumna 
San Diego artist Miya Hannan enrolled at Mesa College in 1999, at 
age 30, looking to find her passion and a new career. It was at 
Mesa that she found a way to express herself through visual art. 
She graduated with honors in 2001 with an associate’s of Fine Art. 
Miya went on to earn a B.A. Summa Cum Laude from SDSU in 
2004, and received an MFA with Fellowship from San Francisco 
Art Institute in 2007. 
  
As an artist, Miya works on installation, sculpture, and paintings. 
Her artwork shows her view of the world constructed by the 
layers and linkages of human lives. Her work is influenced by 
Asian rituals and philosophy, as well as by her scientific education. 
Her goal is to present the structure of the world as a conjoined 
totality, evoking a spiritual quality beyond materiality.  
  
. 

 

 

Since her first student exhibition in 2000 at the Mesa College Art Gallery, Miya has actively 
exhibited her work in San Diego, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Sonoma, and New Mexico. Miya is 
represented by R.B. Stevenson Gallery in La Jolla, which this spring featured her solo exhibition 
“Layers and Missing Links.” She is married to Professor Emeritus (biology) Jim Hannan, and teaches 
art at the University of San Diego and Grossmont College.  For more information, please visit 
www.miyahannan.com 

2013 Student Art Show & Sale a “Masterful Collection”  
The annual end-of-semester Art Department and the Art Gallery 
reception and art sale was held May 2. According to  gallery director 
Prof. Alessandra Moctezuma, “It’s a masterful collection that reflects 
the array of talent found in our college.” Museum Studies student 
Grace Lee designed the invitation (shown at right). This year’s 
exhibition included a hundred artworks in drawing, design, digital 
media, printmaking, photography, painting, ceramics, fashion and 
sculpture, produced by students enrolled in Studio Art classes and the 
Fashion Department. All aspects of the exhibition, which ran through 
May 16, were designed and executed by the Museum Studies class 
under the direction of Prof. Moctezuma. Click here for more shots. 

http://www.miyahannan.com/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.573209689377844.1073741849.132173396814811&type=3
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Athletics Wrap-Up: Five Conference Titles, Tournaments & More 
Mesa Athletics finished their spring season with five conference titles and a multiple appearances 
at the Regional tournaments and at the State tournaments.   
     First to secure a Pacific Coast Athletic Conference title was Men’s Tennis, which won their 5th 
straight title and secured a home match for the first round of the regional tournament, where 
they beat visiting Glendale College and advanced to the semi-finals of the State Championships.  
Despite falling to Ventura College in the SoCal Finals, the men’s tennis team still celebrated an 
outstanding season as head coach Michael Hootner was named Coach of the Year.   
     The Women’s Softball team also won their 2nd straight PCAC title securing their place in the 
regional tournament and home field advantage against Cerritos College.  The Lady Olympians 
fought their way past the Falcons, and earned a spot in the Super Regional tournament where the 
winner would advance to the State Finals.  Despite two tough losses to Mt. San Antonio College 
and eventual state champion, Palomar College, the Olympians had their best finish in over 20 
years of the program’s history.   
     Also winning back to back conference titles was the Men’s and Women’s Track and Field 
teams.  Both teams dominated the other racers and cruised their way into the State 
Championships where the Men’s team finished 3rd in the state.   
     In the pool, the Women’s Swimming team captured another PCAC title and moved their way to 
the State Finals where the team was very successful against a very talented pool of swimmers.  --
Submitted by Simone Sherrard. 

Held each May, the annual Mesa College  
STAR Awards recognizes the academic 
achievements, community spirit, and athletic 
excellence of Mesa College student athletes. 
This year, students were treated to a talk from 
keynote speaker, Mesa track and field Coach 
Monique Henderson. A Morse high school 
stand-out, Monique competed internationally, 
and won gold for the US in the 2004 and 2008 
Olympic Games as a member of the U.S. 
4x400 relay squad. This year’s honoree was 
retiree and Head Athletics Coach, Sue Lalicker.  
 

      2013 STAR AWARD RECIPIENTS (Click here for more photos) 
• Missy Glassett was named Super Star Award Recipient 
• Men’s Tennis took the highest GPA/Men’s at 3.37 
• Women’s Badminton too k the took the highest GPA/Women’s at 3.40 
• Women’s Basketball took the Team Community Spirit Award 
• Rafael Bedolla took the Individual Community Spirit Award 
• Highest Individual GPA went to Audrey Lortz, Jordan Erickson, Phung Nong and  Nikole 

Lanchares, all at 4.0 

STAR Awards recognize academic achievement of student athletes 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.580386351993511.1073741854.132173396814811&type=3
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•   Shared governance committee agendas, minutes and reports can be found at  
     http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees. 
• Check out This Month at Mesa for a full listing of campus events. 

 
Mesa eNews is published by Mesa Communications Services. To add information items, e-mail 
lheil@sdccd.edu. Be sure to provide all specifics, and please limit your copy to 75 words or less.  

Stay Informed and Engaged 

The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. No oral or written representation is binding on the San Diego Community 
College District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 

Promotions, Comings and Goings 
Retirements: 
Mimi Moore, Professor, Interior Design 
John Sievers, Professor, Art 
 
(Submitted by Kathleen Wells) 

New Hires: 
Davie Black, Instructional Lab Tech, Chemistry 
 
Resignations: 
Paul Luakszevig, Instructional Lab Tech 
 

Classified Appreciation Week, held in May,  was full 
of trivia, fiesta flash mobs, ice cream socials, and 
tons of fun. It culminated in the annual service 
awards presentation, which featured a new, first-
time emcee, Chris Renda,  and remarks by SDCCD 
Trustee Rich Grosh, Chancellor Constance Carroll, 
President Pam Luster, and both classified and  
academic senate presidents, Angela Liewen and 
Laurie Mackenzie. Congratulations to all service 
award recipients, including Kathy Archer, Delores 
Barbour, Anita Lee and Noel Johnson, who were 
recognized for 35 years of service. Here’s a big 
shout-out to the Classified Staff Awards Committee  
for a job well done! 
 
NOTE: The 2013 Classified Staff “Classi Con” 
Development Conference will be held on June 19-
20, 2013. Don’t forget to register for your sessions. 

Classified Success: Michelle West is Named Employee of the Year 

Michelle West, who works in Accounting, was voted 
employee of the year.  She’s pictured here with 
President Pam Luster. For more photos, go to  
http://flickr.com/gp/sdmesa/H890Wp/ 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees
http://www.sdmesa.edu/news/month.cfm
mailto:lheil@sdccd.edu
http://flickr.com/gp/sdmesa/H890Wp/
http://flickr.com/gp/sdmesa/H890Wp/
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