
WELCOME TO MESA E-NEWS, the monthly e-zine of college-wide events, activities  
and news. For daily news and events, follow us on facebook at facebook.com/sandiegomesacollege 
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San Diego Mesa College Institutional Learning Outcomes Snapshot of the Month: Spring Arrives at Mesa College! 

 

 

Chancellor  Carroll Inducted into 
San Diego Women’s Hall of Fame 
SDCCD Chancellor and former Mesa College President 
Constance M. Carroll was one of five women induced 
into San Diego County’s Women’s Hall of Fame on 
March 16. Calling her a “trailblazer,” Chancellor Carroll 
was acknowledged for her advocacy for educational 
access for disadvantaged students. Read more here. 
 

Anabel Pulido, Photographer. 

http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2013/mar/16/women-hall-of-fame-san-diego/?page=2
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Gracia Molina de Pick Gifts $80,000 to Mesa Chicana/o Studies 

 

 

Life-long educator, feminist, and community activist Gracia Molina de Pick was on hand on March 
11th for the 2nd Annual Gracia Molina de Pick Feminist Lecture Series at Mesa College. The 2013 
event,  honoring community activist Tommie Camarillo and featuring a panel discussion on Chicana 
activism in San Diego, was moderated by Chicana/o instructor Victoria Chavez.  
  The occasion also marked the signing of an $80,000 endowment contract to Mesa’s Chicano 
Studies Department, which was finalized on March 7 by de Pick, Mesa College President Pamela 
Luster and Chicano Studies Department Chair Cesar Lopez. 
  The fund will support the annual lecture series named in her honor, the expansion of programs, 
and create an annual student scholarship in her honor.  Mesa College will also name a glass gallery 
exhibit space in the Humanities, Languages and Multicultural Studies Building Rotunda in her honor.  
   “In the ‘60s and ‘70s, with Gracia’s leadership and vision, San Diego Mesa College planted the 
seed for Chicana/o Studies, and created one of the first academic program dedicated to its study,” 
said Lopez. This generous gift will enable the department to grow and to establish a place to honor 
and celebrate her legacy -- to Mesa, San Diego, Mexico, and beyond,”  
   The $80,000 gift is believed to be the largest of its kind awarded to support a Chicana/o Studies 
Department at a community college.  

Mesa College Institutional Learning Outcomes 

From March 16-19th Associated Student Government 
members attended the Spring Conference – National 
Student Advocacy in Washington, DC. The conference,  
hosted by American Student Association of Community 
Colleges, provided general sessions, keynote speakers, 
workshops and forums designed to educate student 
participants on the major issues that are critical to 
community colleges. While attending and participating 
in the conference, students were given time to meet 
with their Representatives and Senators or their staff 
members regarding these important national and 
campus issues that students face. Photos at right show 
the students with Congressman Scott Peters (top) and 
Senator Dianne Feinstein (bottom). 

ASG Advocates for Students at 
Washington, DC, Spring Conference 
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Alumni Corner: Donna Tran 
The National Kitchen and Bath (NKBA) will honor 2009 Mesa College  
graduate, Donna Tran, as one of “30 Under 30” young industry 
professionals – carefully selected from hundreds of nominees – at 
the April 2013 Kitchen and Bath Industry Show in New Orleans. The 
purpose of the newly launched program is to recognize young 
people who are the voice and next generation of kitchen and bath 
professionals. A 2009 graduate, Tran completed the program’s 
required internship at Borrelli Design+Cabinetry, San Diego, and was 
later hired as a full time designer. 
  “I would not be where I am now without the help of my instructors 
from San Diego Mesa College and their ongoing support.,” emailed 
Donna.  “Every project pushed me to explore and develop my design 
skills which I was able to carry into my work at Borrelli 
Design+Cabinetry.   
  “It is such an honor and I am so grateful for the amount of support 
and belief from everyone around me,” she said.   

Donna Tran, Class of 2009, was 
named as one of “30 Under 30” 
by the NKBA, the gold standard 
in kitchen and bath design. 

 

 NKBA Re-Accredits Mesa’s “Exemplary”  Interior Design Program 
The San Diego Mesa College Interior Design Program recently received a five-year re-accreditation 
from the National Kitchen & Bath Association, or NKBA, the gold standard in the kitchen and bath 
industry.  
  The re-accreditation notice follows an on-site evaluation by team of educators and industry 
professionals conducted last fall. The teams report noted that the outcomes found in the 
programs construction systems, design, and kitchen and bath products domains ranked overall 
“exemplary.” 
   “The continuing endorsement from the NKBA speaks volumes to the caliber and quality of the 
interior design curriculum at Mesa College,” said Program Director Mimi Moore, ASID, CID, 
NCIDQ, NKBA.  
   The NKBA body of knowledge is integrated throughout Mesa’s Interior Design Curriculum.   
Students who complete the A.S. Degree or Certificate programs meet all of the educational 
requirements to sit for the Associate Kitchen and Bath Design (AKBD) exam. 
  

Left: Graduate Monika Flynn (l) with Interior Design faculty members Helene Lindquist (c) and Linda Medina. 
Center:  Professor Mimi Moore, NKBA Accredited Program Coordinator, and Professor Ian Kay, Chair, 
Department of Architecture & Environmental Design. Right: Graduates Donna Tran and Wendy Worbington. 
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 Mesa Students Earn Top Honors at International Forensic 
Competition – again, and again, and again! 
They just keep bringing home the gold. The San Diego Mesa 
College Speech and Debate Team returned from an international 
speech and debate competition in Antwerp, Belgium with wins 
including first place in debate – for the third time in three years.  
  Jaimie Owens and Dennis Gulyas swept the floor to take first 
place in debate at the International Forensic Association 
Championship Tournament on March 10-12.  The Olympians also 
captured fifth place in impromptu speaking, and Dennis Gulyas 
won fifth place in a “nuance” event where contestants tried to 
“sell” one sight in Antwerp.  
  The trip was also a culturally enriching experience for the six-
member team, with fieldtrips to the Anne Frank House (photo at 
lower right) in Amsterdam, and the Palace at Versailles, where they 
learned about the French Revolution. 
  Professors Kimberley Perigo and Linda Farnan are the head 
coaches of Mesa’s forensics team. Catch them in the hall in the 
first floor of the G Building, and they’ll point to the team’s awards-
packed display case which is nearly overflowing with trophies and 
awards the team has won in local, national and international 
competitions.  
  They have definitely have earned their bragging rights. 

Joint C-CERT /Safety  Training with Project Heart Beat 
Mesa’s Safety Committee and C-CERT members were offered an opportunity to review their training 
and to learn about adult CPR/AED skills at a training session on March 21. The training session 
provided greater awareness of the differences between a life threatening emergencies, such as 
sudden cardiac arrest and heart attacks. The session, conducted by professionals from San Diego 
Project Heart Beat, include a hands-on session with mannequins. Safety Committee Co-Chair and 
Campus CERT Coordinator, Charlotta Robertson, was able to capture the training with these photos. 

Left: Kim Salas administering CPR to a child mannequin. Center: Ginger Davis shouts, “Call  911!” Right: 
Brandon Terrell listens to instructions from Project Heartbeat staff Loralee Olejnik and Maureen O’Connor. 



Taking  SCIENCE to the STREETS 
 

 

Prof. Jaye Van Kirk reports that the Mesa College chapter of Psi Beta “accomplished some amazing 
things” this spring. Under the leadership of President Vanessa Romero, the chapter's members 
showcased the exciting and fascinating field of Psychological Science at the following events, jam- 
packed into the last week of March 
• Dr. Divya Kakaiya, Founder of the Healthy Within Foundation, was Psi Beta’s invited speaker for the San 

Diego Science Festival: Dare to Love Your Body. Mesa’s Psi Beta members collaborated with SDSU at 
STEM Exploration Day to demonstrate neuropsychology concepts "No Brain No Gain" for their Pre-
Collegiate Institute. Approximately 165 low-income SD middle school students spent a day exploring the 
career fields in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. 

• Expo Day Petco Park: Psi Beta wowed the attendees at this annual San Diego event. Their booth was 
unique in highlighting Psychological Sciences in interactive, fun and exciting ways. One mother 
commented that of all the hundreds of booths that she visited with her children, the Mesa College 
Psychology booth was exceptional in making the experiences personal and taking the time to explain the 
activities.   

Congratulations to Jaye and her students on their amazing efforts to express the mission of the 
national honor society: leadership, scholarship, research and community service. 

Psi Beta brings “amazing things” to the Psych-Science Community 

Barrie Blows the  Lid  on Volcanic Eruptions 
What makes a volcano blow it’s top? Geology Prof. Don Barrie 
was looking for a fun way to drive home the point that violent 
volcanoes -- like Mount St. Helens -- are driven more by 
expanding gases than by heat energy. With the assistance of lab 
tech Mike Lewis, he conducted several experiments, including 
the popular Mentos/Diet Coke demonstration, on a sunny 
spring morning in front of the LRC. Barrie and Lewis capped 
things off by triggering an impressive water eruption using 
evaporated liquid nitrogen as the gas driver.  “Hopefully, this 
demo drove home the point that expanding gases inside a 
volcano can lead to catastrophic eruptions,” Barrie said.  “Our 
goal was to get students to think more deeply about the 
physical processes involved.”  Mike Gast captured it on video. 
Watch it here. See more photos on the Mesa facebook site. 
Are you doing something fun in class? Let us know! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=id8Yate0jI0&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=id8Yate0jI0&feature=youtu.be
http://www.facebook.com/sandiegomesacollege
mailto:lheil@sdccd.edu
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Hospitality Students: At Your Service 
Hospitality Program director Prof. Andrea Luoma says our 
students did Mesa College proud at the San Diego High 
School Hospitality tradeshow held March 13. The annual 
event is held to encourage high students to go on to college 
and explore jobs and careers in the hospitality  industry.  
(l-r) Jessica Quick, Event Management student, Alejandra Rincon, Hotel 
Management student; Cara de la Cruz, Event Management & Culinary 
Arts student; and Sarah Groesbeck, Hotel Management student. 
 

Dinner and a Drama:  
Alive and Well! 
Remember those “dinner and a 
drama” events from a couple of 
years ago? Well, a group of 
faculty and friends did a variation 
on that theme by gathering for 
dinner at Islands Restaurant prior 
to the premiere of the student 
produced drama, Sculpin, 
directed by Prof. Kris Clark. Fun 
times, and a fun way to get a 
group together to unwind, catch 
up, and support our students’  -- 
and our own -- accomplishments.   

Clockwise from top left (l-r) : Dr. Dora Schoenbrun-Fernandez, Al Grennen 
and Myra Harada; Deb Serban, Sebastian Romero, Pierre Romero, and 
Monica Romero; Kris Clark, Chris Ward, and Valerie Henderson (costume 
shop manager at Mesa); and Georgia Laris, Valri Nesbit, Rusty Nichols, and 
Christian Vinceneux;  

The Mesa Track and Field team is proud to 
announce the "Arnie Robinson Invitational" 
on Sat., April 13th at 4:00 p.m. Join in the 
fun at Douglas Stadium at San Diego Mesa 
College for this special track meet featuring 
high school and college athletes. The main 
event of the evening, "Arnie Robinson Elite 
Section Long Jump." For more information,  
contact Coach Renee Ross at 619-368-6613 
or rross@sdccd.edu. 

A winner of the 1972 and 1976 Olympic Trials long jump, Arnie Robinson was third at the 1972 Olympic 
Games, and took the gold medal in 1976. A pillar of the track and field community, the Mesa College 
graduate and Coach was inducted into the National Track and Field Hall of Fame in 2000; the California 
Community College Athletic Association Hall of Fame Track and Field in 2007; and the San Diego Breitbard 
Hall of Fame in 1984. Always active and involved, he has volunteered to operate the timing systems for 
major track and field meets, and served as the Foothill Conference representative and at other conference 
and state track and field meets. In 2012, he was honored as the  Mesa College Distinguished Alumnus. 
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Men’s Tennis Wins 5th Straight PCAC Title 
Congratulations to the Men's Tennis team in winning their 5th 
straight Pacific Coast Athletic Conference title!  The team is the 
strongest it has been as they are currently on a 40-game 
winning streak in PCAC play; a record that started in 2008.  
Currently they are ranked as the #7 team out of all the 
community college teams in California and are ranked at #4 out 
of all the Southern California community colleges.  As PCAC 
Champion, the men's tennis team will be advancing to the 
Regional Tournament where the Olympians will most likely host 
a lower ranked team on April 9th. We've had a target on our 
backs for four years and it's a real credit to the student-athletes 
during this amazing streak that so many different teams have been able to be a part of it," said Coach 
Michael Hootner. "We still have work to do however," he added. "We have to play smarter, especially 
in doubles if we hope to compete with the best teams in the state." If you are unable to attend the 
April 9thgame, you can view the match live on www.ustream.tv. Once there, search "coachhootner" 
and then select that Match Days Channel.  -- submitted by Simone Sheppard. 
 

March 21 - The U.S. Under-23 Women’s National Team swept the 
competition at the Four Nations Tournament in La Manga, Spain, finishing 
off a highly successful competition with a 2-1 victory against England that 
sealed the tournament title. The game-winner against the English came 
from Mesa’s own assistant soccer coach, Stephanie Ochs who played a 
one-touch pass down the right wing beat her defender, cut back towards 
goal and blasted a shot past the goalkeeper to give the USA the victory. 
Coach Ochs, a 5’9” forward, is one of the team’s upcoming players who 
could be a part of the Olympic team, which defeated Japan in the gold 
medal round of the 2012 London Olympics. The San Diego native played 
her college ball as a Torero at the University of San Diego and then joined 
the Boston Breakers in the National Women’s Soccer League. 
 

Mesa's own Coach Ochs helps U23 National Team defeat England 

As defending Pacific Coast Athletic Conference champions, the Mesa 
College Women’s Softball team has been paving the road for a repeat 
season. Behind the outstanding pitching of Laura Nelson -- who has 
thrown 11 shut outs -- the Lady Olympians are 27-6 and ranked as the #8 
team in all of Southern California.  Also defending their conference title is 
the men and women’s track and field teams.  The pair of teams went to 
UCSD to compete with local four year universities where the men’s team 
placed 3rd overall while the women overcame a lineup of injuries and 
placed 6th.  Individually, Aaron Russell is ranked as the #3 man in the shot 
put in all of Southern California. -- submitted by Simone Sheppard. 
 

Olympians On Track to Defend Winning Titles 

http://www.ustream.tv/
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Promotions, Comings and Goings 
New Hires: 
Randall Gambill, Student Assistance Tech,  
Financial Aid  

Retirements: 
Joyce LaFleur, Medical Office Assistant,  
Student Health Services 

•   Shared governance committee agendas, minutes and reports can be found at  
     http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees. 
• Check out This Month at Mesa for a full listing of campus events. 
• Joe Safdie reminds us that the District is sponsoring the second Online Student Panel -- seven 

students from across the District will be there to talk about their experiences taking online 
classes, what they like and don't like, what they'd like to see changed. April 11, LRC 435, 2:00 
PM to 3:30 PM, Mesa Flex # 70984. 

• Don’t forget, Canyon Day Clean-up is this Sat., April 6. Join in the fun. For details, see 
sdmesa.edu/canyonday. 

  
 

 
Mesa eNews is published by Mesa Communications Services. To add information items, e-mail 
lheil@sdccd.edu. Be sure to provide all specifics, and please limit your copy to 75 words or less.  

Stay Informed and Engaged 

The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. No oral or written representation is binding on the San Diego Community 
College District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees
http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees
http://www.sdmesa.edu/news/month.cfm
mailto:lheil@sdccd.edu
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