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San Diego Mesa College Institutional Learning Outcomes Grand Opening Showcases Mesa’s New Student Services Center 
District officials, former and current college administrators, students and staff, 
and even the sun showed up for the grand opening of San Diego Mesa College’s 
new Student Services Center, held Monday, Feb. 25. Even though students have 
been enjoying the space since Oct. 2012, the day marked the official thank you 
to everyone who helped to make this outstanding facility a success. “This is the 
little building that could,” noted Chancellor Constance Carroll, who said that 
during her tenure as president of Mesa College, “we tried and tried and tried to 
find a way to pull all the student services together. This is a real cause for 
celebration... a really top-notch achievement.“ The hit of the event was the 
Mesa College Vocal Ensemble, directed by Prof. Rich Chagnon and singing “The 
Lion Sleeps Tonight” on the third floor balcony.  Architects Hanna Gabriel Wells, 
PCL Construction and the members of the Gafcon project management team 
marveled at the building’s outstanding  acoustics, an unexpected but welcome 
surprise. (You can watch excerpts from the event, and the choir performance by 
clicking on the links at right;  you can find more photos on facebook.) 

 

 

Mesa College 
Student Services 
Center Grand 
Opening ... 

Mesa College 
Vocal Ensemble 
singing “The Lion 
Sleeps Tonight” - 
YouTube 
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Julianna Barnes Named New VP of Student Services 
Following a nationwide search, Dr. Julianna Barnes was named as the 
new permanent Vice President of Student Services at Mesa College.  
“Julie” comes to Mesa from her most recent position as Vice President of 
Student Services at Cuyamaca College. Previously she served as Dean of 
Student Development and Matriculation at San Diego City College and 
Dean of Student Affairs and Matriculation at San Diego Miramar College. 
She formerly served as the Acting Executive Director of Early Outreach 
and TRIO, TRIO Upward Bound Director, Outreach Coordinator and 
Student Affairs Officer at University of California, San Diego.  
 
 

 

 

Professionally, Dr. Barnes serves as an Affiliated Member of the Doctoral Faculty at San Diego State 
University, and has served as an Educational Consultant to the Research and Planning Group (RP) as 
part of the Bridging Research Information and Cultures Initiative (BRIC), promoting cultures of 
inquiry in California Community Colleges. She has made numerous presentations, to include First 
Year Experience, Student Success, integrating basic skills and matriculation, and integrated planning 
at local, state and national conferences. Dr. Barnes has published journal articles related to First 
Year Experience in Developmental Education, and is currently co-authoring a book chapter on 
Student Learning Assessment in Community Colleges. 
 
As a young person, Julie spent time growing up in the Linda Vista neighborhood that is  home to 
Mesa College.  In accepting the position, she said, “This is my community college. As a kid I would 
peek over the fence and imagine going to college someday. It’s like coming home.” Julie began her 
position on Feb. 20. She is the sister of former VPA Ron Perez. 

Click here if the video does not load.  

Spring Convocation, held Jan. 25, offered   
Mesa College Institutional Learning Outcomes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrTRXfxf_vo
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Alumni Corner: Jeremy Sanders 
Jeremy Sanders was appointed in May 2012 as the first Alumni 
Representative  for the San Diego Mesa College Foundation, Inc.  
Board of Directors.   A Mesa College ‘06 grad, Jeremy holds an AS in 
Business Administration and an AA in Transfer Studies.  From Mesa, 
Jeremy transferred to SDSU and earned a B.S. in Business Adminis-
tration with an emphasis in finance and a minor in International 
Economics.  In 2012, he completed a M.AC. in Forensic Accounting 
from Florida Atlantic University.  Jeremy’s passionate about “giving 
back to Mesa,” and is leading the effort to reconnect alumni with 
Mesa College. In 2011, he launched the linkedin group, San Diego 
Mesa College Alumni, and invites you to join (faculty, staff, alumni 
and friends are welcome!).  

Jeremy Sanders (c)  is pictured 
at Homecoming 2012 with 
alumni honoree Buddy 
Farnsworth (class of ‘64) and 
Dean Ashanti Hands. 

What a Day for MLK 

 

 Weird, Fun Science a Hit at the High Tech Fair 
As they have every year for more than 10 years, the faculty, staff and students of the School of 
Mathematics and Natural Sciences wowed students at the San Diego High Tech Fair, held 
February 8th at the Del Mar Fairgrounds. Check it out! 
 See more photos here. 

Led by President Pam Luster and the Student Affairs Department, 
dozens of Olympians and their families and friends turned out for the 
32st Annual San Diego Martin Luther King, Jr. Parade, held Sunday, 
January  20th along Harbor Drive. Mesa’s float was themed “Mesa Be 
Civil” to celebrate the college’s civility campaign, led by ASG. See more. 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups/San-Diego-Mesa-College-Alumni-734917/about
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/San-Diego-Mesa-College-Alumni-734917/about
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.537941266238020.123245.132173396814811&type=3
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.537941266238020.123245.132173396814811&type=3
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.524122807619866.121759.132173396814811&type=3
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.524122807619866.121759.132173396814811&type=3
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Kudos and Accolades 
• Prof. Robert Pickford’s  new book, The Seven Signals of Meaning: How 

Writers Can Say What They Mean, was published by Kendall Hunt 
Publishing in January. The text focuses on helping students learn to write 
better sentences by discovering each writer’s intended meaning instead of 
which rules a sentence broke. The method uses dialog and everyday terms 
to guide readers through the ways people signal what they originally 
meant in the sentences they write. “While I wrote the book with my 
students in English basic skills and 100-level Composition courses in mind, 
its avoidance of jargon and common-sense approach may lend itself to 
instructors who assign writing in many other subject areas,” notes Robert.  
Available now at the Bookstore. 

• Art department chair Georgia Laris proudly announces that two of Mesa’s art instructors, Lisa 
Hutton (drawing)  and John Chwekun (Ceramics and 3D) were among 72 artists whose work was 
included in 100 works of arts in the 2013 Cannon Art Gallery Juried Exhibition.  Four of Lisa’s 
drawings from a series about climate change is featured in the show. Now in its 14th year, the 
exhibit has  become recognized as one of San Diego County’s most significant showcases for both 
emerging and mid-career artists who live, work or have a studio in San Diego County.  The 
exhibition runs through March 9. Click here for more information. 

• Accolades to Communications Professor Kim Perigo who 
successfully defended her dissertation, entitled The Rhetorical 
Leader: Lessons in the Rhetoric of Education, on January 2, for the 
Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership program at San Diego 
State University. She’s pictured here with her defense committee, 
Drs. Shaila Mulholland and Frank Harris III from SDSU's School of 
Education, and Dr. George Dionispoulos of SDSU's School of 
Communication. Way to go, Dr. Perigo!  

http://www.carlsbadca.gov/services/departments/cultural/pages/william-d-cannon-art-gallery.aspx


Faculty Reflect on their Experience in Accelerated Classes  
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February 1, 2013, San Diego, CA — In a hallway of the 
science building at San Diego Mesa College, 
community college teachers from across California 
clustered around large posters covered with colored 
post-it notes. It was the final gathering of the 
Community of Practice in Acceleration for 2012-13, 
and the 50+ participants had been asked to write 
about their experience teaching new accelerated 
English, Math, and ESL courses. 
   What I learned about students was one of several 
topics California Acceleration Project leaders Katie 
Hern and Myra Snell asked faculty to write about on 
the first day of the gathering. Participants noted their 
individual responses on post-its, placed these on 
large posters with other faculty’s responses, and then 
worked in small groups to surface themes and 
patterns on each topic.  
   Other topics included What I learned about myself 
as a teacher, What I’m worried about moving forward 
with acceleration, and What I’m excited about 
moving forward with acceleration. Their responses 
provide a rich window into what it’s like to step away 
from more traditional models of developmental 
education and teach redesigned, accelerated courses. 
(Excerpted from the article by Homeria Foth on the 
California Acceleration Project website.) 

Mesa’s CAP team: English Professors (l-r) 
Jennifer Cost, Jill Moreno-Ikari, and Pegah 
Motaleb at the Feb. workshop, held at   
San Diego Mesa College. 

At right, Prof. Wendy Smith (l) with Katie Hern, 
Director of the California Acceleration Project.  

http://cap.3csn.org/2013/02/21/faculty-reflect-on-accelerated-classes/
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Hardhats with Heart – McCarthy Goes Red for Women 
McCarthy Building 
Companies, contractor 
for the Math+Science 
Complex, had its team 
wear red in support of 
the  American Heart 
Association's recent 
National Wear Red Day. 
It’s held on the first 
Friday in February every year to raise awareness about heart disease being the No. 1 killer of 
women. As folks left the job site, McCarthy provided literature about heart disease in women 
and asked workers to review and share with all of the women in their lives.  
 

During initial landscaping planning sessions for the Math+Science 
Complex, discussion turned to  creating landscaping elements that 
were both aesthetically pleasing and instructionally relevant. Out of 
these discussions the idea of “geo walls” was born. A geo wall is a 
geologic diorama of sorts—a vertical concrete structure, 
approximately 5 feet tall by 1 foot thick by 15 feet long, with geologic 
elements built into the wall.  
     Geology professors Don Barrie and Ray Rector designed the walls 
in collaboration with local landscape architects Wimmer, Yamada, and 
Caugey.  After gathering information about local rock units and 
creating plans and specifications, Don and Ray, together with a Mesa 
geology student, collected several thousand pounds of rock from 
numerous sites throughout San Diego County for use in the geo walls.       

Instructional Geo Walls Poured at Math+Science Complex 

More than simply an "attention grabber", the geo walls are designed to be a hands-on learning tool 
that will complement classroom, laboratory, and field studies in Mesa’s geology  curriculum.  
 
Following construction, geo wall surfaces will be finished using colored staining, selective pressure-
washing, and other methods designed to make the walls both pleasing to the eye and useful for 
instruction in the geology courses taught at Mesa. Local concrete contractor, T.B. Penick & Sons, was 
chosen to construct the walls, which will be built in the courtyard of the new Math+Science Complex. 
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Baseball Olympians Honor Fallen Teammate, Hunter Harris 

Presented his parents, Linda and Blake  Harris, with the jersey Hunter was given this season. The 
second gift was a framed memorial signed by all the players and coaches from this year’s team.  In 
the center of the frame was personal message to Mr. and Mrs. Harris from all of the team’s 
members. Hunter died following a car accident in January. The Athletics Department will be 
naming one of their PE Scholarships in honor of Hunter. 

On a sunny winter afternoon, the Olympians Baseball  team honored fallen 
teammate and friend, Hunter Harris. Hunter was named as the starting pitcher 
for the Olympians at their Feb. 1 home opener against Mt. San Jacinto College . 
The freshman pitcher from Patrick Henry High School will always be remembered 
by his teammates, family and friends as playful, caring and a genuine friend who 
loved baseball and had a great sense of humor. In honor of their teammate, the 
Olympians Baseball program dedicated their 2013 season to his memory and 



•Shared governance committee agendas, minutes and reports can be found at 
http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees. 
  Check out This Month at Mesa for a full listing of campus events. 
•  The Classified Senate is currently accepting applications for two scholarships, the Joyce Skaryak 

Memorial Scholarship and the Classified Dependent Scholarship. For information regarding the eligibility 
and criteria of each scholarship, please click the corresponding links above. The deadline to apply is 
February 28, 2013. 

• Effective February 1, Dean Bill Craft assumed the role of Mesa College Flex Coordinator.  Dean Craft 
notes that you can find information about the FLEX program and answers to most questions you might 
have in the 2012-2013 Flex Handbook.  

• In a joint appointment on behalf of the College and AFT presidents,  Dr. Jonathan McLeod was named as 
Faculty Evaluations Coordinator for Mesa College. It was noted that “Dr. McLeod possesses the 
necessary skills, aptitude and experience” for this important role.   

 
 

 
Mesa eNews is published by Mesa Communications Services. To add information items, e-mail 
lheil@sdccd.edu. Be sure to provide all specifics, and please limit your copy to 75 words or less.  

Stay Informed and Engaged 
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The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. No oral or written representation is binding on the San Diego Community 

College District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 

Promotions, Comings and Goings 
New Hires: 
Julianna Barnes, Vice President, Student Services 
Somia Said, Instructional Lab Tech, Biology 
Lauren Brothers, Instructional Lab Tech, Chemistry 
Florisel Guzman, Student Asst. Tech, Financial Aid 
Cindy Contreras, Student Asst. Tech, Financial Aid 
 
 
 

Resignations: 
Ilina Krashennaya, Student Asst. Tech,  
Financial Aid 
 
Interim Assignments: 
Daniel Gutowski, Interim VP/Administration 
 
 

Dan Gutowski is the Interim Vice President of Administrative Services at 
Mesa College. Dan previously served as the Hourglass Park Coordinator 
and Adjunct Instructor at Miramar College. He served as the Acting VPA 
for Miramar College in 2009. Dan holds a Master of Science degree in 
Human Service Administration from Springfield College and a Master of 
Science degree in Physical Education from Azusa Pacific University.  Dan 
began working at Mesa College on February 11, 2013 and will remain in 
this position pending the search for the permanent Vice President. 
  
 

Dan’s the Man 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees
http://www.sdmesa.edu/news/month.cfm
http://www.sdmesa.edu/scholarships/pdf/joyce-skaryak-memorial.pdf
http://www.sdmesa.edu/scholarships/pdf/joyce-skaryak-memorial.pdf
http://www.sdmesa.edu/scholarships/pdf/classified-senate.pdf
http://www.sdmesa.edu/instruction/flex/pdf/handbook.pdf
mailto:lheil@sdccd.edu
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