
2016 marks memorable Commencement 
 
 

Mesa celebrated its 2016 grads on Saturday, May 14 at the 
2016 Commencement Ceremony, held at the Jenny Craig 
Pavilion at the University of San Diego. This year marked the 
largest graduating class in Mesa’s history with a remarkable 
1,909 graduating students earning 1,610 associate degrees 
and 368 certificates of achievement.  
     Highlights included an address by Rory Pullens, Mesa’s 
2016 Distinguished Alumnus. Since 2014, Pullens has served 
as Executive Director of Arts Education for the Los Angeles 
Unified School District, where he focuses on increasing access 
and equity to the arts for all students. Student speaker Yang 
Jiao also gave a riveting speech to the graduating class.  
     Attendees were also treated to a special Commencement 
video by student filmmaker Esteban “Spielberg” Flores, 
centered on the theme of this year’s Commencement, Mesa’s 
superheroes. If you haven’t seen it yet, check it out here! 
     Perhaps the biggest headline came at the end of the night, 
however, when ASG President Igor Burgos Maron proposed to 
his girlfriend, 2014 graduate Sarah Farmer. Click here to see a  
video of the amazing moment. 
 

Here’s Commencement 2016 by the numbers: 
• 53,138 all-time degrees and certificates awarded  
• 1,909 total students in 2016’s graduating class 
• 1,610 Associate Degrees 
• 368 Certificates of Achievement 
• 297 students graduating with two or more degrees 
• 29 Associate degree valedictorians (4.0 GPA) 
• 33 certificate degree holders with 4.0 GPA 
• 335 Honors graduates with Associate Degrees 
• 186 Honors graduates with Certificates of Achievement 
• Youngest graduate – 18 years old 
• Oldest graduate – 75 years old 
• 25 graduating veterans of war 
• 44 military dependents 
• 28 international students 

WELCOME TO MESA E-NEWS, the monthly e-zine of college-wide events, activities and news. 

For daily news and events, follow us on facebook at facebook.com/sandiegomesacollege 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KrzqZdqyRzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r0Sa3kL-nhI&feature=youtu.be


ClassiCon brings staff together 
ClassiCon 2016 – Mesa’s annual classified staff development 
conference – took place May 25-27 with exciting and 
informational events and activities. This year, ClassiCon 
centered on StrengthsQuest, which let participants find their 
strengths and apply them to their development and success. 
     Workshops took place across the campus on a variety of 
topics, ranging from fitness and nutrition to active shooter 
training to information sessions on event promotion and 
communications standards. Wrapping up ClassiCon was the 
Go Play Outside Quest, consisting of softball, volleyball, and 
backyard games.  
     During ClassiCon, the 2016 UnSung Hero Award was also 
given out. This year’s recipient was Accounting Supervisor 
Patty Garcia. “We’re all here for a reason – to make sure our 
students have what they need in the classroom,” Garcia said. 
“My goal is to do the best job I can so that our managers, 
supervisors, classified, and everyone at Mesa have what they 
need to make sure that our students can walk out of here with 
a degree and to be better human beings.” 

Mesa receives disaster training 
The Disaster Preparedness Training Symposium took place May 
24 at Mesa College. The event was open to the public and 
showcased local and county emergency resources. Taking part 
in the symposium included San Diego County Search and 
Rescue, the American Red Cross, San Diego’s Police and Fire 
departments, and SDCCD police.  
     Training sessions ranged from fire suppression and search 
and rescue to hazardous materials and medical aid. 
Additionally, the San Diego Police Department’s Air Support 
Helicopter landed in Merrill Douglas Stadium. Training exercises 
for Mesa’s Campus Community Emergency Response Team (C-
CERT) also took place at the event.  

Speech and Debate does it again 
Speech and Debate impressed again at the Pacific Southwest 
Collegiate Forensics Association (PSCFA) Cool-Off, held April 
23-24 at Saddleback College. Here’s how they did: 
• Jahnae Runnells – 1st Dramatic Interpretation 
• Matthew Guarin – Finalist Dramatic Interpretation 
• Mark Walline – 3rd Persuasion 
• Carolyn Owens – Finalist Persuasion 
• Bianka Zerpe – Finalist Poetry Interpretation 
• Deondrick Fleming – Finalist Informative Speaking 
• Taylor Carpenter – 3rd Prose Interpretation 



Interior Design student honored 
Interior Design student Leonardo Herruzo can add his name 
to the list of award-winning students and alumni from San 
Diego Mesa College’s Interior Design Program. On April 30, 
Herruzo won the Merit Award in the Student Commercial 
category at the San Diego Chapter of the American Society of 
Interior Designers (ASID) Design Awards gala, held at the 
Museum of Photographic Arts in Balboa Park.  
     Herruzo was recognized for Cloud 9, an evocative design 
concept for a hotel set in the San Francisco skyline merging 
technology and luxury into an environmentally-friendly space. 
The design incorporates a lobby, a park for guests to unwind 
and relax in, and a bar and lounge.   
     Also receiving recognition at the Design Awards was Mesa 
College graduate Megan Siason, who took first place in the 
Kitchen Design category. Siason was named as one of the 
National Kitchen and Bath Association’s top 30 Under 30 
professionals in the Interior Design field. 
     “To see students work toward their individual goals, 
achieve recognition by professional organizations, and find 
fulfilling employment is about as good as it gets,” said Holly 
Hodnick, professor and program coordinator of Mesa 
College’s Interior Design program. “We’re very proud of the 
work students accomplish in our rigorous program.” 

Golden Scissors Fashion Show stuns 
The 35th Annual Golden Scissors Fashion Show, the biggest 
event of the year for Mesa’s fashion students, took place at the 
Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina on May 6.  
     Students debuted their signature designs centered on this 
year’s theme, “East Meets West,” which included kimonos, 
business attire, hats, and high-tech outfits, such as student 
Rachel Merrill’s light-up fiber-optic gown.  
     In addition to the show, a silent auction and opportunity 
drawings were held, with all proceeds going toward 
scholarships for students.  
     The Golden Scissors is an event that involves collaboration 
between Mesa Fashion Program, Multi-Media, City College 
Cosmetology, Continuing Ed, and other factors. The students 
produce the show and all designs are created by students.  
     See videos from the event here and here, as well as a special 
segment on the event from the CW6 featuring students and 
their original designs!  

https://www.facebook.com/SanDiegoMesaCollege/videos/1163613713670769/
https://www.facebook.com/SanDiegoMesaCollege/videos/1163647060334101/
http://www.cw6sandiego.com/golden-scissors-fashion-and-awards/
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Student athletes honored at STAR Awards 
Mesa’s student athletes were recognized on May 10 at the 
2016 STAR Awards, a ceremony that congratulated students 
for their academic achievements, community spirit, and 
athletic excellence. Notable this year were the 19 student 
athletes who were awarded for having a perfect 4.0 GPA.  
     “The STAR Awards Planning Committee and I look forward 
to putting on this event every year,” said MAAP counselor 
Kristy Carson. “It is the one day out of the year we all are able 
to come together to celebrate and recognize the academic 
achievements, community spirit and athletic excellence of our 
Mesa College student athletes.” 
     Special thanks to the STAR Awards Planning Committee, 
Facilities, Athletics, Outreach, Printing and Mail Services, the 
Office of Communications, and many more! 
Here are the winners: 
SUPER STAR Award Winner(s): Cassie Bernas from Women's 
Water Polo and Swim and Stephen Adegoke from Football 
and Men's track and Field 
Individual Community Spirit Award: Lisabella Lemusu from 
W. Volleyball  
Team Attendance Award: Baseball, Women’s Beach 
Volleyball, Women’s Tennis 
Top Women's GPA Winner for Spring 2015: Badminton with a 
cumulative GPA of 3.39 
Top Men's GPA Winner for Spring 2015: Men's Swimming and 
Diving with a cumulative GPA of 3.32 
Top Women's GPA Winner for Fall 2015: Women's Cross 
Country with a cumulative GPA of 3.33 
Top Men's GPA winner for fall 2015: Men's Cross Country 
with a cumulative GPA of 3.35 
Team Community Spirit Award: Women's Basketball  

LRC librarian featured by ALA 
American Libraries, the magazine of the American Library 
Association (ALA), recently highlighted doctoral candidate 
dissertations that have stood out over the past year. Among 
the “notable dissertations“ was Alison Gurganus, Online 
Services and Instruction Librarian/Professor in Mesa’s LRC. 
Gurganus was featured for her research on virtual reference in 
libraries, focusing on patron usage of instant messaging and 
log-in chat services. Read the article online here. 

http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/launch.aspx?eid=4d47effa-1b80-48db-abf6-996de88dc20c&pnum=48


MCRC returns with student research 
The 2nd annual Mesa College Research Conference took place 
on May 6, showcasing Mesa’s top student researchers.  
     Like last year’s conference, this year’s event was divided 
into Analytical, Descriptive, and Experimental research 
categories. 25 students presented their original research on 
psychology, biology, chemistry, language, history, and more.  
     Taking top honors this year in the Analytical category was 
2015’s Descriptive category winner, Patricio Gallardo García 
Friere. His research, “Reinserting Ourselves into the 
Ecosystem: The Implications of Human Waste Recycling in 
Water Management,” focused on re-using waste in water 
management. In the Descriptive category, Isabella MacIsaac 
was named the winner for “Storm-related Changes in Beach 
Morphology and Analysis of Beach Sediment Characteristics, 
Torrey Pines State Beach.” Nicholas Cantrell won the 
Experimental category with “Training Artificial Neural 
Networks in Virtual Environments.”  
     The award winners were presented with special trophies 
3D printed from a design by Jonathan Demetrio, a student in 
professor Morteza Mohssenzadeh’s Engineering 151 class. 
     Special thanks goes to the judging panel, consisting of Lisa 
M. Will, Moe Ebrahimi, Michael S. Reese, Phil Lawrence, 
Andrew MacNeill, Argero Zerr, Elizabeth Armstrong, G. 
Thomas Kaye, James McMahon, Mary McMahon, Oscar 
Torres, and Jennifer Carmichael.  
     Thanks also goes to the MCRC Conference Committee 
members: Dean of Mathematics and Natural Sciences Saeid 
Eidgahy; professors Paul Sykes, Shahrokh Parvini, Jaye Van 
Kirk, Justin Estep, Leticia Lopez, Alison Primoza, and Ian 
Villalta; and Honors student Sandra Perez. 

Fashion program on the news 
Fashion professor Susan Lazear was featured on CBS 8 on May 
3 to discuss the combination of fashion and technology at the 
Golden Scissors Fashion Show. She was also joined by 
students on San Diego Living on CW6, giving a sneak peek at 
some of the designs that would be featured at the show.  
     Her fellow fashion professor Diana Cavagnaro was also 
featured on San Diego Living. Cavagnaro, accompanied by 
students Teresa Doctor and Jacky Meltzer, showcased special 
hats made for the Kentucky Derby. The hats were part of the 
Party for the Paws fundraiser event, which raised money for 
the San Diego Animal Support Foundation.  



Student athlete completes 12 hour swim 
On May 12, Navy veteran and Mesa student Robert Palmese 
took to Mesa College’s pool, where he swam for 12 straight 
hours to raise money for his upcoming attempt at being the 
first person to cross the Catalina Channel three times on August 
11, an incredible 60+ mile swim that will take roughly 36 hours.  
     Palmese, who has crossed the Catalina Channel once before, 
has been training with the Mesa College Swim Team and 
coaches Nathan Resch and Jim Fegan.  
     “Coach Resch at Mesa College was a huge part of my success 
in the pool and the ocean,” Palmese explains on his website. 
“He didn't even know about my plans to do the channel swim 
until just before the end of the season. With just a couple 
months left for training, he was onboard right away.” 
     With all of his swims, Palmese raises money for and 
promotes awareness for those suffering from Cystic Fibrosis. 
His first swim across the Catalina Channel memorialized Emily 
Noelle Nichols, a friend of Palmese’s who passed away from 
the disease in early 2015.  
     Find out more about Palmese and his upcoming challenge at 
his website, www.robertpalmese.com. 

Mesa’s top writers celebrated 
Mesa’s top creative writers were recognized on May 9 for the 
release of the 2016 edition of Mesa Visions, Mesa’s annual 
literary magazine. The published writers read their works of 
fiction, nonfiction, and poetry aloud in front to a standing 
room only crowd in room H-117/118. 
     Mesa Visions features work from creative writing contest 
winners and students from the Honors Creative Writing class 
led by professors Wendy Smith and Pegah Motaleb.  
     “At the end of the ceremony, so many people came up to 
me and asked how they can be a part of this inspiring 
magazine next year,” Motaleb said. “The talented writers who 
read during the ceremony definitely inspired and touched our 
hearts. I can't wait for next year!” 
     The event was catered by Michael Fitzgerald and Culinary 
Arts/Culinary Management students. The Mesa Visions Team 
would like to thank the Mesa Foundation, AFT, Humanities 
Institute, Academic Senate, and ASG for making it possible to 
acknowledge students' talented writings and art work. Thanks 
also go out to Graphic Artist/Photographer Nicholas David, for 
production and layout of the Mesa Visions publication. 
     For copies of Mesa Visions, email wsmith@sdccd.edu or 
pmotaleb@sdccd.edu.  

http://www.robertpalmese.com/
mailto:wsmith@sdccd.edu
mailto:pmotaleb@sdccd.edu


Almost 200 Honors students were recognized at the 29th 
SDCCD Annual Honors Reception on Wednesday, May 4 at the 
Prado in Balboa Park. Attendees from Mesa included Carisa 
Jaimes Flores, who was recently named to the 2016 All-
California Phi Theta Kappa Academic Team. 
     “I love that we treat the honors students to a celebratory 
meal! We enjoy each other’s company and reflect upon 
students’ hard-won achievements,” said Honors Office co-
coordinator Wendy Smith. “I’m especially proud of the risks 
Carisa took in her speech—her bravery and honesty has the 
potential to transform so many lives.  And that’s what honors is 
about for me—the supportive community.” 

Swim Team sets records 
By Nathan Resch 
A season that already included the breaking of 5 school records 
and 8 conference meet records added some new 
accomplishments over the weekend that top them all. At the 
California Community College Athletic Association Swimming 
and Diving Championships at East LA College May 5-7, 
Freshman Brandon Crabtree and Sophomore Neil Franka each 
smashed two long standing state meet records on their way to 
state titles in the 100 Fly and 200 IM. Franka's 200 IM time of 
1:47.36 also set a national community college mark and stands 
as the fastest ever swum by a community college student-
athlete in the country. The result earned Franka the 
Performance of the Meet award. In a race that placed two of 
Mesa's best next to each other for the 100 fly finals, Crabtree 
and Franka both came in under the former 15 year old state 
record time of 48.15. Crabtree came away with the win at a 
blazing 47.95, while Franka's late race surge finished with an 
amazing 48.10. They may be the first duo from the same school 
to finish under a state record in the same finals event. 
     Crabtree claimed the top individual prize of the 
championships, being named Swimmer of the Meet. He was 
the only Male swimmer to win each of his individual events (50 
Free 20.09, 100 Fly 47.95, 100 Free 44.12). 
     The first event of the day set the tone for the meet, as the 
Mesa 200 Freestyle Relay team of Franka, Chris Evangelista, 
Pablo Zapata and Crabtree obliterated the school record in a 
time of 1:24.13. Mesa finished the meet in 5th, outscoring 6th 
place powerhouse Diablo Valley College by 11 points. In all, San 
Diego Mesa swimmers set 1 national, 2 state, and 10 school 
records over the weekend. 

Honors students recognized 



New Hires 

Nancy Gabriel Admin Tech, Printing and Mail Services 

Miranda Adelman-Mitchem Assistant Professor, Biology 

Todd White Assistant Professor, Biology 

Cara Smulevitz Assistant Professor, Art History 

The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. No oral or written representation is binding on the San Diego Community 

College District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 

Stay Informed and Engaged 
• Reminder:  
• Shared governance committee agendas, minutes and reports can be found at 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees. 
• Missed Prez Pam’s First Monday on the Mesa? You can find all postings here.  
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100 words or less. Editor: Lina Heil, Writer/Editorial Assistant Conner Russell. Photos: Anabel 
Pulido, Nicholas David, Alan Decker.  

Retirees 

Dave Evans Dean, Exercise Science, Health Education, 
Dance & Athletics 

Resignations 

Margie Fritch Dean, Exercise Science, Health Education, 
Dance & Athletics.  Dean Fritch has accepted a 
position at Palomar College. 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees
http://sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/presidents-page/updates/first-monday-on-the-mesa-2-2-15/

