
Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month 
 September 15 was the start of Hispanic Heritage Month, and 
Mesa College started things off with two exciting events.  
     The first was a Hispanic Student poster session, in which 
students created poster presentations highlighting a Hispanic 
leader in their respective field of study.  
     Following the poster session was Celebrando la Familia, a 
family-oriented event that featured Hispanic cuisine by El 
Comal North Park, music by Mariachi Estrellas de Chula Vista 
and Danza Azteca Calpulli Mexihca, and dance performances 
by Ballet Folklorico Yaqui. An incredible 281 people turned 
out for the event!  
     Click here for photos and a video of Danza Azteca Calpulli 
Mexihca’s riveting performance.  
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Social and Behavioral Sciences Building 

on Track for Silver Certification 
 
 

The $40.5 million, 73,714-square ft. Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Building is on track to obtain LEED Silver 
Certification. Silver is among the highest certifications 
awarded by the U.S. Green Building Council and is given out to 
buildings that are sustainably built and designed.  
     LEED Silver was also awarded to the Math+Science 
Complex in May 2014. Also on track for LEED Silver is the 
Mesa Commons and the Exercise Science Center, both set to 
open in Spring 2016. 
     Read more about SDCCD Propositions S and N Bond 
Projects here. 

https://www.facebook.com/SanDiegoMesaCollege/videos/1033936919971783/
http://public.sdccdprops-n.com/Projects/Mesa/Pages/Mesa.aspx


Financial Aid Student Information Fair 
September 23 and 24 saw the return of the Financial Aid 
Student Information Fair. Held each year in the Student 
Services Plaza, the event features giveaways, raffles, live 
music, a free lunch, and most importantly, provides students 
with important information on Financial Aid.  
     Joining the Financial Aid faculty and staff were various 
other campus departments, including Counseling, PUENTE, 
EOPS/CARE, Health Services, DSPS, ASG, and more.  

Macro Views, Micro Wonders Exhibit  

Explores Space and Surroundings 
 
 

The opening reception for local artist Cathy Breslaw’s Macro 
Views, Micro Wonders saw a strong turnout of students, staff, 
faculty, and visitors on September 10. The exhibition – the 
first of the fall semester – was curated by Museum Studies 
director Alessandra Moctezuma with assistance from Mesa’s 
Museum Studies students. The reception featured food, 
refreshments, and a concluded with a lecture from the artist. 
     Breslaw’s art featured elements hanging gracefully from 
the ceiling and sprawled on the ground, with acrylic paint 
layered and spilled to form splotches of varying thicknesses. 
The centerpiece of the show was “Sensation,” an installation 
inspired by a surreal experience at Columbia Glacier in Alaska. 
The installation was constructed out of mesh and reflective 
materials combined with photographic images suggesting the 
surface of glaciers, while a sound piece by Mexican artist 
Francisco EME utilized the sound of icebergs cracking.  

Fall 2015 Club Rush 
Despite a downpour of rain on the first day, Mesa’s 30+ 
student clubs were out in full force from September 15 – 17 
for the bi-annual Club Rush. Students were able to connect 
with others and explore exciting campus-life options that 
student clubs offer. 
     There was something for everyone, with academic clubs 
such as the Honors Club and Psi Beta alongside the Student 
Veteran’s Organization, French Club, Anthropology Club, 
Chinese Culture Club, and many more.  
     Want to add a club to the list for Spring ‘16’s Club Rush? 
Check out www.sdmesa.edu/campus-clubs for more 
information on starting or joining campus clubs! 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-clubs
http://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-clubs
http://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-clubs


Mesa Website Gets Overhaul 
On Friday, Sept. 25, San Diego Mesa College launched its new 
website.  The new design features functional and design 
elements that improve the user experience, especially for 
students.  
     The project was led by VP Rachelle Agatha, PIO Lina Heil, 
Web Developer Joel Arias, and the Web Advisory Group: 
Anabel Pulido, Bri Hayes, Danene Brown, David Fierro, 
Ginger Davis, Hank Beaver, Karen Owen, Penny Hedgecoth, 
Sara Beth Cain, Susan Topham, Taj Krumholz, Veronica 
Gerace, and student Minsun Jung, as well as input from those 
that filled out surveys, and the nearly 100 program content 
managers and editors who received training and helped to 
develop their pages.  
     After just a few weeks, improvements have been added 
such as a feedback function on each page to measure and 
improve user experience. The internal and external 
Google  search features  are now functional and will improve 
as Google continues  to index the site. Additional features, 
including a newsroom and an “Ask Mesa” intelligent response 
system, will launch later this  fall. Training sessions will 
continue each Friday; contact Joel at x2955 or 
mesawebsupport@sdccd.edu. 

The web new design features 
functional and design elements 
include: 
• An optimal web experience 

across devices and browsers 
• Easy, intuitive navigation 
• Expanded academic information 

pages 
• Direct links to student services 

and campus life pages 
• Improved internal search 

function 
• Expanded events calendar 
• New campus directory 
 

Mesa Student to Attend NASA Workshop 
 
 

Aerospace Engineering major David Mueller was one of a 
handful of community college students selected to be a part 
of NASA’s Community College Aerospace Scholars (NCAS) 
program. The program consists of a 3-day onsite workshop at 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), where David and 
other students will compete amongst one another as part of 
fictional aerospace companies. Each student-company will 
build model Mars rovers and organize a mission to Mars, 
which they will then present to a panel of NASA officials who 
will determine the best and most cost-effective design.  
     Apart from the competition, students will be given a tour 
of the JPL facility, as well as meet some of its key personnel 
and get a firsthand look at what it’s like to work at NASA. 
     “I heard about the NCAS through my Physics 195/196 
professor, Mr. Claude Mona,” says Mueller. “When he told 
the class about it, I was ecstatic and immediately jumped on 
the opportunity.”  

What’s new? 

mailto:mesawebsupport@sdccd.edu


Top Design Sends Mesa Student to NYC 
 
 

Congratulations to Mesa Fashion Design student Gustavo 
Alejandro Villalobos, who won the Brother Sews Fashion 
Sweepstakes. Competing against aspiring designers 
throughout the country, Gustavo took the top prize with a 
design for a classic, yet futuristic pencil skirt.  
     For coming in first place, Gustavo won an all-expenses-paid 
trip to New York City for Fashion Week, where he met Project 
Runway stars, created his winning-design at Project Runway’s 
source store, and hung out with industry icons such as Heidi 
Klum. See his winning design and more here. 

US Constitution  Celebrated at Mesa 
 From September 14 – 18, Mesa celebrated Constitution Day 
with an entire week full of activities and exhibitions centered 
on the U.S. Constitution.  
     In addition to Constitution displays in the Mesa Bookstore 
and LRC Lobby, there was a voter registration session, 
Constitution trivia game, and a simulation of a court 
proceeding by the Thomas Jefferson School of Law Moot 
Court Team (pictured). The Court Proceeding outlined the 
anticipated arguments for the upcoming US Supreme Court 
case Fisher v. University of Texas.  

Music Professor  Exhibits Innovative Art 

at Encinitas Library 
Music professor Momilani Ramstrum (pictured left) displayed 
“Color Conversations” – an exhibit consisting of 18 original 
paintings projected, augmented, and transformed by her voice 
– at the Encinitas Playhouse on September 26. 
     The innovative artwork utilizes a Musical Interface Device 
Instruction (MIDI) glove wirelessly synced to a computer, 
which Ramstrum uses to record and edit her voice while 
projecting images of her paintings. Each gesture of the glove 
influences how her paintings are projected on a large screen, 
making an truly unique artistic experience! 
     Check out Momilani’s artwork and learn more about her 
exciting MIDI glove technology at her website, 
http://www.momilaniramstrum.com. 

http://www.brother-usa.com/HomeSewing/sewyourdreams/winner/.VgW9FstVhHx
http://www.momilaniramstrum.com/


Student Hero Jacob Petty Recognized 
 Culinary Art student Jacob Petty (pictured on right) was 
awarded the San Diego Lifesaving Association’s Citizen Rescue 
of the Year award for saving a 16-year-old girl from drowning 
near Sunny Jim’s Cave in La Jolla on July 10. Petty, who was 
waiting to have dinner at a nearby restaurant, heard screams 
for help and immediately jumped into action. With the help of 
a friend, Petty was able to pull the girl ashore, where 
lifeguards administered CPR. Click here for the article of 
Petty’s heroic rescue. 

Mesa from Above 
 
 

Check out this rad helicopter view photo of Mesa! Thanks to Chris O’Connell from the 
Clairemont Times for the picture!  

Mesa Alumni Honored 
Shout-out to San Diego County treasurer-tax collector and 
Mesa College alum Dan McAllister (pictured here with 
President Pam Luster), who was one of nine distinguished 
community college alums to be honored at “In A Word,” a 
special event presented by “A Way With Words” and the 
Public Radio Show.  
     Celebrating language, literacy, and education, the event 
raised money for alumni and scholarship programs through 
the San Diego Community College District.   

Non-Traditional Students Thrive at Mesa  
Mesa student Alysaun Knox and SDCCD Vice Chancellor of 
Student Services Lynn Neault were featured on KPBS in a 
segment on non-traditional college students – students who 
returned to school later in life.  Watch the video here. 

http://www.lajollalight.com/news/2015/sep/02/La-Jollans-receive-Hardy-water-rescue-awards/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2015/sep/01/what-it-takes-non-traditional-college-students-suc/


The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. No oral or written representation is binding on the San Diego Community 

College District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 

Stay Informed and Engaged 
• Reminder:  
• Shared governance committee agendas, minutes and reports can be found at 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees. 
• Missed Prez Pam’s First Monday on the Mesa? You can find all postings here.  
• Female SDCCD faculty, staff, and students are invited to attend RAD (Rape Aggression 

Defense) classes on October 24 & 31 and November 7 & 14. If you are interested in attending 
or have any questions email:  akasinak@sdccd.edu. 

 

Mesa eNews is published by Mesa Communications Services. To add information items, e-
mail lheil@sdccd.edu. Be sure to provide all specifics, and please limit your copy to 100 words 
or less. Editor: Lina Heil, Editorial Assistant: Conner Russell. Photos: Anabel Pulido and Carol 
Beilstein.  

Mesa Sports Round-up 
September got off to a strong start for Mesa athletics, with 
many of our teams taking big victories against tough 
opponents.  
     Despite a slow start to the season, Men’s Water Polo 
secured big wins over Grossmont, Miramar, and 
Southwestern. At the 30th Annual Mesa Invitational, Women’s 
Volleyball won 2 out of 3 matches, beating Moorpark and 
Bakersfield. Football started off the season in a big way with 
two hard-fought victories over LA Valley and LA Southwest 
Colleges.  
     Be sure to come out for the homecoming football game on 
October 24 and take part in the Mesa College Fall Fest 5k as 
part of Olympian Spirit Week! The Olympians will face San 
Bernardino Valley College. 
     Stay up to date with Mesa Athletics at www.gomesa.com. 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees
http://sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/presidents-page/updates/first-monday-on-the-mesa-2-2-15/
mailto:akasinak@sdccd.edu
mailto:lheil@sdccd.edu
http://www.gomesa.com/

