
Sustainability Week Entertains  

and Educates Mesa Students 
 The first-ever Sustainability Week – a series of events focusing 
on the contribution of the arts, sciences, and humanities to our 
understanding of the planet – was a major success.  
     Things got off to a good start on Tuesday, October 20 with 
the Mesa Organic Garden Party. Participants were given a tour 
of the Organic Garden, treated to poetry readings, music, and 
art exhibitions. The Garden Party also featured the “Garden of 
Eden” Fashion Show, showcasing elaborate garments made by 
Mesa fashion design students. 
     Day 2 of Sustainability Week saw faculty members from 
across disciplines bring their students together for Cross-
Disciplinary Dialogues sustainability issues. These discussions 
ranged from the usage of sustainable materials in art to 
California and Mexico’s water wars to exploitation of Latin 
America’s natural resources. 
     On Thursday, a Film Festival took place from 9:35 AM until 
4:00 PM. Mesa faculty showed a variety of films that centered 
on the sustainability theme.  
     Nearly 200 high school and college students attended the 
Sustainability Summit to round out the week’s activities. 
Students participated in workshops, learned about water 
resources, food security, and climate change, and also heard 
from guest speakers from the USDA, Scripps Institute of 
Oceanography, and the San Diego Hunger Coalition. Mesa 
faculty and staff led workshop sessions and gave tours of the 
Mesa College campus. Students also got to network with 
professionals in sustainability fields. 
     Cheers to the co-coordinators of the event, Leticia Lopez, 
pictured left, and Waverly Ray!  
     Check out the cool video of Sustainability Week on Youtube. 
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Pep Rally Gives Students, Staff a 

Chance to Show School Spirit 
 
 

Mesa students got amped up for the homecoming Football 
game at the Spirit Week Pep Rally on October 20. Held at the 
M+S Circle, the Pep Rally was a chance to meet the Mesa 
Football team and show school spirit.  
     President Pam Luster introduced the team and talked 
about the great new Olympian gear (check it out in the Mesa 
Bookstore) alongside Dean of Student Success and Equity 
Larry Maxey and ASG president Igor Burgos Maron.  
     In addition to cheering on the football team with those 
awesome new Mesa College foam fingers, there were fun 
activities, local radio stations, and free food. It was also a 
chance for students to enter the Pay-It-Forward Opportunity 
Drawing, with the winner being announced at halftime of the 
Homecoming Game on October 24.  

PUENTE Conference Motivates Students 
 
 

Mesa’s PUENTE Program attended the PUENTE Southern 
California Transfer Motivation Conference on October 17 at 
UC San Diego. The purpose of the conference was to let 
students experience the university setting and encourage 
them to transfer. Over 900+ students attended the event from 
PUENTE programs throughout Southern California. 
     In addition to transfer information from UC campuses, 
students attended a variety of  workshops ranging from how 
to transfer, preparing for graduate school, and the importance 
of undergraduate research. There were also campus tours and 
guest speakers.  

CSI: On The Mesa 
 
 

Mesa opened its doors to the public on Saturday, October 24 
for CSI: On The Mesa, an interactive open-house that let 
participants solve a crime while exploring Mesa’s M+S 
Complex. The event, which featured a variety of clues spread 
throughout various M+S classrooms, was a hit with both 
adults and children. 
     Mesa students, faculty, and staff led investigative activities 
including fingerprinting, ink analysis, mineral identification, 
and more. Clue sheets were given out to both students and 
adults to try to find who stole the rare Mesanite mineral.  
     Additional activities included a wildflower seed egg station, 
telescopes for sun-gazing, and a mock volcanic explosion. 
Check out the video here! 

https://youtu.be/1SHyWQhhHDA


Fall Fest 5k Benefits Veterans 
 
 

The 2015 Fall Fest 5k saw a strong turnout on Saturday, 
October 24. The event, hosted by Mesa’s Student Veteran 
Organization and the Mesa Foundation, featured a 5k run 
around the campus and a 1-mile walk, with the proceeds 
going to support Mesa’s student veterans.  
     Kyle Woolsey of San Diego took first place in the 5k run. 
Mesa staff also participated in the event, including Ashanti 
Hands, Monica Romero, Susan Topham, Shelly Hess, Taj 
Krumholz, and President Pam Luster.  
     Following the run was the Fall Fest, a street fair at the 
Mesa campus featuring food, local vendors, and live music 
from local bands.  

Board of Trustees Meeting Highlights 

Mesa’s Success 
 
 

Mesa hosted the SDCCD Board of Trustees meeting on 
October 8. This year’s theme was “Opening Doors, Breaking 
Down Barriers, Celebrating Success.” Mesa President Pam 
Luster led a presentation featuring students, staff, and faculty 
from around campus and how they are making Mesa a more 
successful and equitable school.  
     Highlights include presentations on Mesa’s exciting SEEDS 
and Summer CRUISE programs, new faculty – including 5 new 
counselors – and a video on student success from the 
viewpoint of Mesa students.  
     The most-used word to describe the event was 
“remarkable.” Chancellor Constance Carroll said the 
presentation was “compelling.” Check out the Student Success 
– In Their Own Words video here.  

Speech & Debate Victorious Again 
 
 

The award-winning Speech and Debate team started off the 
season on top on October 3 at the first competition of the 
semester at San Diego State University.  
     Going up against teams from across the southwest, 
including USC, Pepperdine, and the Claremont Colleges, Mesa 
team members Tad Tobar and Eric Dickerson, pictured left, 
took first place in Parliamentary Debate. The Speech and 
Debate team also won the Sweepstakes Award for Debate in 
the 2-year school division. Special thanks to VP-Instruction 
Tim McGrath for judging at the event all day on Saturday.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWYWwEoBFso


Art Exhibit Challenges Border Relations 
Students, faculty, and staff turned out to see Transpoiesis, a 
multimedia exhibition of Tijuana-based artist Jose Hugo 
Sanchez on October 15. In addition to scroll-like prints, 
woodcuts, and sculptures, Sanchez presented a lecture and 
performance art piece. Visitors also took part in an interactive 
exhibit using chicken feet dipped in ink to mark a world map. 
     Transpoiesis explores relationships between Mexico and 
the United States utilizing iconography derived from both 
cultures. He reaches back in history, resurrecting Indigenous 
characters and brandishing them as a visual weapon against 
Colonialism and American hegemony. 
     The six large scroll-like prints were the centerpieces of the 
show. Consisting of block prints juxtaposed against spray paint 
and the brown paper background, the 15’ tall scrolls focused 
on themes of immigration. 

“Guardian Spirits” Brings Mesa’s 

African Art Collection to Central Library 
The opening reception for Guardian Spirits – an art exhibition 
showcasing Mesa’s fascinating African art collection – took 
place Wednesday, October 7 at the San Diego Central Library. 
Mesa Art History professor Denise Rogers curated the exhibit 
and was on hand to provide a brief history of the collection. 
President Pam Luster delivered a welcome message to 
attendees.  
     In addition to the wide range of sculptures, attendees were 
treated to an exciting live African drum and dance 
performance in the Neil Morgan Auditorium. 
     Guardian Spirits will be on display until December 17. For 
more info on Mesa’s African Art exhibit, visit 
www.sdmesa.edu/african-art.  

M+S Complex Wins an Orchid 
 
 

Mesa’s $109 million, 206,000-square-foot Math + Science 
Complex was honored by the San Diego Architectural 
Foundation at the annual Orchids and Onions awards 
ceremony held at the San Diego Museum of Art. 
     The M+S GeoGarden and surrounding landscape won an 
Orchid for the landscape architecture. Check out the full list of 
orchids and onions here.  

http://www.sdmesa.edu/african-art
http://www.sdmesa.edu/african-art
http://www.sdmesa.edu/african-art
http://www.architectmagazine.com/design/the-2015-onions-and-orchids-awards-name-san-diegos-best-and-worst-architecture_o


Mesa, Student Honored by National 

Kitchen and Bath Association 
 
 

Mesa Interior Design student Ifat Galante received an 
Honorable Mention award at the National Kitchen and Bath 
Association’s (NKBA) Kitchen Design Competition on 
September 25, 2015. The competition featured the work of 
student designers from all over the United States and Canada 
and is judged by a panel of NKBA-certified industry experts.  
     Mesa College was also recognized by the NKBA as one of 
the top Interior Design programs throughout the United 
States in the annual Excellence in Education Awards. Each 
year, all NKBA-accredited programs submit two examples of 
student work which are then scored by nationally recognized 
designers and educators. Mesa’s program was one of nine in 
the nation to score 90 percentage points or higher.  

Students Get Career Info at Job Fair 
Over 40 organizations came to the Mesa Promenade on 
October 15 for the Fall 2015 Job Fair. Students were given 
information and freebies from a range of potential employers, 
including the Scripps Research Institute, GEICO, San Diego 
Credit Union, and more. Employers were also on hand to 
recruit Mesa’s talented student body for jobs, internships, 
volunteer and entrepreneurial opportunities. 
     For more photos of the Fall Job Fair, click here! 

Architecture a Part of ARCHtoberfest 
On October 7, the Mesa College Design Center hosted a 
special presentation as part of ARCHtoberfest, the month-
long, city-wide celebration of architecture and design 
sponsored by the American Institute of Architects.  
     The event started with a presentation highlighting the 
benefits, transfer opportunities, and employment prospects 
Mesa’s Architecture and Environmental Design programs 
provides students. Attendees were also given a tour of Mesa’s 
Design Center.  

Comfort Cart Calms Midterm Gitters 
Student Health Services made life a little less stressful for 
students during midterms week with the Comfort Cart. From 
October 12 through October 16, a cart loaded with free 
snacks, Scantrons, blue books, pencils, sanitizers, and more 
drove around campus supplying students with what they 
needed for their midterms. 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1046664718699003.1073742035.132173396814811&type=3


Courtesy Mesa Press 

Women’s Water Polo Wins Big 
Mesa Women’s  Water Polo team played their final home 
game on October 28, taking a 17-4 victory over Southwestern 
College. The victory gave Mesa the conference title with an 8-
0 record and 22-2 overall, ranking them 3rd in the state.  
     “Our defense was solid again today and we had every 
player score at least one goal, so it was a nice way to finish off 
the conference schedule,” said head coach Jim Fegan. “This is 
the highest ranking the women have achieved and one of the 
best if not the best team Mesa has ever had.” 
     The team will now turn their attention to qualifying for the 
state championships. To get there, they will have to finish in 
the top 2 at the Southern California Championships 
Tournament on November 13-14.  

Health Fair 
On October 28, Student Health Services held a Health Fair in 
front of the LRC. Students, faculty, and staff took part in the 
activities, which included health monitoring, a rock-climbing 
wall, and massages. 
     Organizations including the County of San Diego, Veterans 
Outreach Center, and LGBTQ Community Services were on 
hand to pass out educational information and answer 
questions. There were also giveaways from vendors such as 
Dr. Bronner’s – who handed out soap samples – as well as a 
free healthy lunch. Click here for a video.  

A Moment of Silence for UCC 
In light of the tragic school shooting at Umpqua Community 
College in Oregon on October 1, Mesa joined other San Diego 
colleges in a moment of silence. Students locked arms at the 
LRC Rose Garden and participated in the moment of silence 
holding #IamUCC signs. 

Mesa Presents The Elephant Man 
The Mesa College Theatre Company’s production of “The 
Elephant Man,” the Tony award winning play based on the life 
of Joseph Merrick, took place October 2. Merrick was born in 
1862 with a rare disorder that left him with a disfigured face. 
     Mesa’s take on the play was directed by Dramatic Arts 
professor George Yé and featured an exceptional cast of 
theatre students. The play saw a fictionalized version of 
Merrick’s life, focusing on the relationships he made 
throughout his life.  

https://www.facebook.com/SanDiegoMesaCollege/videos/1052217981477010/


The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. No oral or written representation is binding on the San Diego Community 

College District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 

Stay Informed and Engaged 
• Reminder:  
• Shared governance committee agendas, minutes and reports can be found at 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees. 
• Missed Prez Pam’s First Monday on the Mesa? You can find all postings here.  
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