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program has yielded positive 
results thus far and that the 
Board is supportive of the 
initiative.  

     “We’re thrilled that we 
have successfully completed 
a year in this program,” Sen-
our said. “Education changes 
lives in much more profound 
ways than just helping stu-
dents not come from poverty 
and not pass that onto our 

D 
uring a press confer-
ence at San Diego 
Mesa College on 

Dec. 6, San Diego Communi-
ty College District announced 
that it will be expanding its 
San Diego Promise program 
from 200 students to 800 
students for the 2017-2018 
college academic year. 

     “The high school diploma 
is no longer the entry ticket to 
the workforce,” said SDCDD 
Chancellor Constance Car-
roll. “People – in order to be 
gainfully employed and make 
good wages – require some 
education beyond high 
school.” 

     With an ultimate goal of 
offering the San Diego Prom-
ise scholarship to 2,600 of 
students, the program’s goal 
is to help students to attend 
college who may have been 
unable to due to the financial 
burden. According to the San 
Diego Promise website, 
Promise students come from 
families with a combined in-
come of $40,000 or less per 

year, with 15 percent from 
families with a combined in-
come of $10,000 or less. 

     The pilot program for the 
2016-2017 academic year 
includes 200 Promise stu-
dents who are attending 
Miramar, Mesa and City Col-
leges, and it costs about 
$250,000. SDCCD Board of 
Trustees member Maria Nieto 
Senour Ph.D. said that the 

San Diego Promise to Include 600 More Students in 2017-2018 
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was provided in hopes that it 
would help to answer questions 
and clear up misinformation 
regarding DACA with the new 
administration coming into of-
fice Jan. 21. 

     “The fact that immigration 
was such an important issue in 
this election, and such a divi-
sive issue, has certainly left a 
lot of us who are either immi-
grants ourselves or who are 
supporters of the immigrant 
community with a lot of con-
cerns, a lot of questions and 
certainly with a lot of fears,” 
Velez said. 

     Sade Burrell – assistant pro-
fessor and special populations 
counselor at Mesa College – 
said that students are not only 
afraid of what will happen to 
their educational plans, but they 
are often also worried for their 
loved ones. 

     “Some of the biggest con-
cerns (from students) here at 
Mesa College is basically their 
families – what’s going to hap-
pen to their families, even aside 
from education,” Burrell said. 
“With this new president coming 
on, is he going to rip families 
apart? Is he going to keep fami-
lies together?” 

S 
tudents fearing what will 
happen to their educa-
tional path received in-

formation regarding immigration 
and what may happen to their 
DACA status during an infor-
mation session at San Diego 
Mesa College on Nov. 30. 

     As a way to further support 
DACA students on campus, 
Mesa College’s Academic Sen-
ate passed a Chicana/o Studies 
Department sponsored resolu-
tion declaring the school as a 
sanctuary for undocumented 
students Dec. 12. 

    DACA – Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals – is an immi-
gration policy that President 
Barack Obama signed by exec-
utive order in June 2012. It al-
lows students who were 
brought into the United States 
before both their 16th birthday 
and June 2007 to obtain a work 
permit and a two-year long peri-
od deferred action for deporta-
tion – which is renewable bien-
nially. 

     After the November election, 
many students have been fear-
ful that their DACA status will 
be in jeopardy. Manuel Velez – 
the Chair of the Chicano Stud-
ies Department at Mesa Col-
lege – opened the event stating 
that the information session 

DACA Students Receive Information 

About Status Under New Administration 
 

A 
s part of this semester’s costume mak-
ing class, students enrolled in Drama 
200 have been making dresses to be 

donated to the Little Dresses for Africa. The 
charity organization helps to clothe children 
living in 81 countries in and around Africa. 
     Founded by Rachel O’Neill traveled to Ken-
ya and Uganda and was inspired by the girls 
and women she met there, Little Dresses for 
Africa is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
that sends simple dresses to children in Africa. 
Thus far, the organization has sent more than 
4.5 million little dresses and “britches for boys” 
to children in need, according to their website. 
     Dramatic Arts and Fashion adjunct profes-
sor Jordyn Smiley decided to have her stu-
dents create dresses for their final sewing 
project as a way to not only reinforce the stu-
dents’ sewing skills, but also as a way to give 
to a charity. The dresses are made using a 
“pillowcase” design pattern, which was chosen 
by the organization due to its simplicity – 
though they do accept dresses made with 
other patterns. 
     “They are basically made just out of a 
square of fabric, and then (the students) can 
choose whatever fabric they want, they can 
add pockets or little embellishments if they 
want,” Smiley said. “They’re adjustable ties at 
the top so they can be for different size girls.” 

Costume Making Class 

Creates Dresses for Kids 

See DACA online 

See Little Dresses online 

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/consideration-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-process/frequently-asked-questions
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/consideration-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-process/frequently-asked-questions
http://www.littledressesforafrica.org/blog/
http://bit.ly/SDMesaDACA
http://bit.ly/LittleDresses


 3 

 

 
F 

riday, Dec. 9, Umoja Community: Mesa 
Academy Program and the Office of 
Student Success and Equity held a Black 

Student Leadership Symposia in the Mesa 
Commons at San Diego Mesa College. 
     Welcome remarks were given by Michael 
Temple - Mesa professor, counselor and Umoja 
Program Coordinator - as well as Student 
Success and Equity Dean Larry Maxey and Dr. 
Ashanti Hands, vice president of Student 
Services. The event included a student panel, 
breakfast, lunch and a networking activity led by 
Sade Burrell, assistant professor and special 
populations counselor. 
     “This symposia offers our Black/African-
American student community an opportunity at 
fellowshipping, uniting together as one and 
building and strengthening our campus 
relationships,” Temple said. 
     Umoja and Student Success and Equity plan 
to hold the event annually. 

First Black Leadership Symposia held at Mesa College Dec. 9 

See Leadership online 

http://bit.ly/BlackLeadershipSymposia
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 Baking Students Whip Up Gingerbread Houses for Class Competition 

I 
t’s the most wonderful time of the 
year, and San Diego Mesa 
College’s culinary students spent 

one of their final weeks of classes for 
the semester busily finishing their 
gingerbread houses for an annual 
competition on Dec. 6. 

     The gingerbread competition, 
which counts for 25 percent of the 
students’ final grade for the basic and 
advanced baking classes, has been a 
tradition in Chef Tom Adams’ 
syllabus for 16 years. 

     “This competition covers every 
part of the baking field – the proper 
mixing of doughs, the proper rolling 
out of doughs, proper baking of 
doughs and assembly,” Adams said. 

     While in the past students could 
create any gingerbread structure that 
they could think of, this semester 
Adams decided to make one of the 
primary guidelines be that it has to be 
a house or building design. 

     Baking student Frida Valenzuela 
chose to use her grandfather’s house 
in Tijuana as the inspiration for her 
green and blue “Casa de los 
Abuelos” gingerbread competition 
entry. 

     Some students in this year’s class 

chose to think outside the four-walled 
home style, including two students 
who made igloos using metal bowls 
as their baking molds. One student 
from the basic baking class – Joan 
Freeman – decided to build a church 
as her gingerbread house using an 
ice cream cone as the steeple and 
skinny pretzels as a cross. 

     “I figured the church would be the 

best one to do for inspiration, and I 
don’t think that anyone has ever done 
a church before,” Freeman said. 

     Regardless of what style of house 
the student chose to design, the other 
guidelines included that it must fit on 
a half sheet cake board and 
everything must be edible.   

See Gingerbread online 

Swimming, Diving Teams Recruiting for Spring 2017 Season 

S 
an Diego Mesa College’s swim 
and diving teams for both men 
and women are recruiting. The 

Spring 2017 competitive season, 
starts Jan. 3 with a month of cardio 
conditioning during Winter Interses-
sion. 

     Exercise Science 126A, Cardio 
Conditioning I can be taken by any-
one, but it is used as a pre-season 
training course for women and men 
on the swimming and diving teams. 
The intersession course, which in-
cludes both in-pool and dry land train-
ing, can be signed up for online using 
the CRN 69658 in Reg-e under the 
“Spring 2017” semester. 

     The swim and dive teams officially 
start training for the season on Jan. 
17 at 1 p.m. The teams don’t hold 
official tryouts, but interested students 

can come on that day to swim and 
get feedback on their performance. 
Coach Fegan said that as long as 
someone has a background in swim-
ming they can be accepted on the 
team. 

     “All of our competitions are open, 
the only meet that you have to be fast 
enough to qualify for is the state 
championship,” Fegan said. 

See Swimming online 

http://bit.ly/MesaGingerbreadComp
http://bit.ly/SDMesaSwimDive
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M 

ichael Harrison may spend his 
days teaching Spanish to his 
students at San Diego Mesa 

College, but many of his nights are spent 
singing with a local chorus group around 
town. 

     Harrison – a professor in his fourth year 
at Mesa – holds an undergraduate degree 
from Furman University, a master’s degree 
from the University of Virginia and a Ph.D. 
from University of California, Irvine. He has 
been performing since his college days – 
where he began as a vocal performance 
major. For the past three years, he has 
been a first tenor with the San Diego Gay 
Men’s Chorus, singing during various 
charitable events in the community. 

     “Singing with the chorus is great 
because it’s fun and I get to get that artistic 
outlet and be able to sing, and do 
something very different from what I do day 
to day,” Harrison said. “The outreach part 
is a really great part of it as well because 
on top of our three major concerts that we 
have every year, we do a ton of small 
outreach concerts for different community 
organizations and youth groups.” 

     Singing with both the full chorus and the 
smaller chamber chorale keeps him busy. 
This month alone, Harrison has sung with 
the SDGMC during December Nights at 
Balboa Park, at the Annual Tree of 
Life lighting ceremony for World AIDS Day 
in Hillcrest and in the Chorus’ annual 
holiday concert “Jingle” at the Balboa 
Theatre last weekend, with repeat 
performances on Dec. 17. 

Spanish Professor Sings 

for Local Community 

See Harrison online 

Fashion Technology Struts through LRC 

W 
earing Flora boards, neo 
pixels, fiber optic 
filaments and other 

electrical elements, models will 
literally light up the stage during 
San Diego Mesa College’s first on
-campus fashion show in the LRC 
Wednesday, Dec. 7 at 5 p.m. 

     Originally premiered during an 
event at Visions Art Museum at 
Liberty Station, the small intimate 
fashion show is now being 
followed up by a second show on 
campus so that a larger audience 
can view the outfits. Models will 
don student and faculty designed 
outfits while walking from the 
second floor to the first floor of the 
LRC as Fashion professor Susan 
Lazear commentates. 

     Collaboration between the 
fashion students and the Mesa 
Robotics Club made the technical 
elements in the 2016 Golden 
Scissors Fashion Show possible, 
and this semester students 

worked with Devon Merrill – an 
engineering major at University of 
California, San Diego – to 
program their outfits. 

     Lazear said that Devon got 
involved with technology-inspired 
fashion after working with his 
mother Rachel Merrill on her 
design for Mesa’s Golden 
Scissors during the spring 
semester. Inspired by her use of 
fiber optic filaments in the Best of 
Show for Creativity-winning dress, 
he decided to get more involved 
with programming outfits with 
students at Mesa this semester, 
Lazear said. 

     Merrill used his electronics 
background during the fall 
semester to teach fashion 
students and faculty at Mesa how 
to incorporate technology into their 
designs. 

See Fashion Tech online 

http://www.sdgmc.org/
http://www.sdgmc.org/
http://www.mamaskitchen.org/events/tree-of-life/
http://www.mamaskitchen.org/events/tree-of-life/
http://bit.ly/MichaelHarrison
http://bit.ly/FashionTechShow
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F 

aculty and staff at San 
Diego Mesa College 
enjoyed a festive, holiday 

lunch together on Dec. 7, catered 
by the campus’ Culinary Arts/
Culinary Management students. 

     Attendees were served roasted 
turkey, prime rib roast, salads, side 
dishes and a smörgåsbord of 
desserts from the baking classes. 

     The event was well attended by 
the campus and included special 
guests  San Diego Community 
College District Chancellor 
Constance M. Carroll, Ph.D. and 
Board of Trustees members Peter 
Zschiesche, Bernie Rhinerson, 
Maria Nieto Senour Ph.D. and Rich 
Grosch. 

Culinary Students Cater Annual Holiday Luncheon at Mesa 

See Holiday online  

http://bit.ly/MesaHolidayLunch2016
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A 

s a way to ease political ten-
sions post-election, San Diego 
Mesa College faculty, staff 

and students participated in a Teach-
in event in front of the LRC on 
Wednesday, Nov. 30. 

     With speeches from political sci-
ence professor Carl Luna, sociology 
professor Evan Adelson, psychology 
professor Inna Kanevsky, ASG Presi-
dent Ava Fakhrabadi and more, the 
event was an information session 
about the election and campus unity 
for those in attendance. 

     “I think it’s important that Mesa 
leads the way in discussions like this, 
not only for the sake of our students, 
faculty and administration, but as a 
model for our community to demon-
strate the kind of dialogue and oppor-

Teach-in Organizers Strive to Reunite Community Post-Election 

See Teach-in online 

tunities for activism that present them-
selves now,” said adjunct English 
professor Joe Safdie during the Teach
-in. 

     Organized by Safdie, Chemistry 
professor and Academic Senate Pres-
ident Robert Fremland and Fakhra-
badi, the Teach-in was attended by a 
couple hundred students, faculty and 
staff and helped to foster discussion 
between the campus community. 
Among the speakers, several faculty 
members offered information about 
the election process, their views of 
how politics has evolved over the 
years and ways to heal post-election. 

     Political Science professor 
Michelle Rodriguez explained how the 
Electoral College is selected and 
functions, while Kanevsky reminded 

the audience to be civil to others re-
gardless of who they voted for on their 
ballots. 

     A particularly unique perspective 
during the Teach-in came from Dra-
matic Arts adjunct professor Shelton 
Deckelbaum, who proposed the idea 
that elections are akin to theatrical 
productions. 

     “Performance elements are incor-
porated into both mainstream politics 
as well as social and political activ-
ism,” Deckelbaum said. “When we go 
to the theatre or we see a movie, we 
experience the dramatization of a 
story…in this political season, we saw 
how the campaigns used language, 
imagery, staging, costume and music 
to tell the story that they hoped would 
win the election for their candidate.” 

http://bit.ly/TeachInMesa2016


8  

 

Winter Cruise: New students preparing to attend San Diego Mesa College for the Spring 2017 
semester will be cruising through campus as they receive support for the first year at Mesa, access 
campus resources, meet a peer navigator and more. Students can sign up for either the Winter 
CRUISE session on Jan. 10-12 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., or the Saturday CRUISE session Jan. 14 from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. See Winter Cruise online to register by Jan. 6, and find the Winter CRUISE flyer here. 
 
MLK Parade: Mesa students, staff and faculty are invited to march in the 37th Annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Parade on Sunday, Jan. 15 from 1 to 5 p.m. Contact Courtney Lee via email at 
clee@sdccd.edu for more information or visit the Mesa Events calendar. 
 
Program Review Training: Time to Finish Up: Lead writers for Program Review are invited for a 
training session in the LOFT and on Zoom Monday, Jan. 23 from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. Contact Yolanda 
Catano via email at ycatano@sdccd.edu for more information. 

 
Convocation: Mesa’s Spring 2017 Convocation for faculty and staff will take place Thursday, Jan. 26 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. in MC 211 A/B, with light refreshments served 8-8:30 a.m. Email Sara Beth 
Cain for more information. Flex #: 90237 
 
New Faculty Institute: The monthly meeting of the New Faculty Institute will take place on Friday, 
Feb. 10 from 1-3 p.m. Contact Eva Parrill via email at mesaloft@sdccd.edu for more information. 

Mesa eNews  is published by Mesa College Office of Communications. To add 

information items, e-mail jnkearns@sdccd.edu. Be sure to provide all specifics, 
and please limit your copy to 100 words or less.  
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