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Getting Together
Happy Holidays Friends and Colleagues!

It is the season for family and community, and in that spirit
we’re looking for ways the Classified can connect with each
other at the holidays and year-round. We are, after all, a huge
group of amazing people.

To kick this social experiment off, we’re planning a game night
at Dave and Buster’s in the new year and developing a
Classified book project all about us. We hope you’ll join in and
share your ideas for fun and stories.

Dave and Busters Spirit Night
For our first get-together, we thought it’d be nice to enjoy a
tasty snack and play some games at Dave & Buster’s after
work, tentatively on Tuesday, February 13 from 5:00-8:00.
We’re calling it Spirit Night as a way to both Mesanize it and to
provide context for the margaritas.

We’re selling Power Cards in advance for the Dave and Buster’s
games and as a fundraiser for the Senate. Buy your Power
Card from us, come by clicking here, and bring a friend.

We’ve begun sales in December because Dave & Busters
Power Cards make great holiday gifts!

Be on the lookout for an email with more information.

Sweet Savory Stories of the Classified
The Classified are, let’s face it, saucy taste-makers. So, the
Senate is developing a Classified story/cookbook to bring
together our favorite recipes and our sweet, salty, sour, and
savory stories about them. What is a favorite recipe of yours
and who gave it to you or who taught it to you? What was an
occasion when you made it or enjoyed it? Start thinking
because we want to include your recipe and story in this slice-
of-life book about us.

Ideas for Fun?
Do you have any ideas for large or small group activities? Want
to learn to knit or to play a cup filled with dried beans? Like to
bowl? Like to watch sports? Like playing sports? Like pie? Like
charades? Like books? Let us know what sounds like fun.

Seeing You in All the Old Familiar Places
Your liaison will visiting you to deliver a sweet holiday treat.
From all of us, have a wonderful holiday!

http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/classified-senate-fundraising.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/SD-Mesa-Classified-Senate-259348951238395/
https://www.instagram.com/sdmesaclassifiedsenate/
https://twitter.com/mesaclassified?lang=en
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The Classified Senate represents all classified employees at San Diego Mesa
College in the shared governance and decision-making processes throughout the
College, District and State.

Some of the Senate's areas of focus include -
• Representing classified employees in participatory governance and decision-

making issues not related to collective bargaining and/or contract negotiations.
• Supporting and promoting professionalism of classified employees.
• Encouraging individual and collective leadership, contribution, and professional

learning among classified employees.
• Appointing classified representation within the committee framework as part of

the democratic processes prevalent at Mesa College and the San Diego
Community College District.

• Providing a centralized method of effective communication throughout the
college community.

• Collecting and disseminating relevant governance information to classified
employees.

What the Classified Senate Does

Values

2017-2018 Goals

Mission 
The San Diego Mesa College Classified Senate shall 
represent classified professionals in governance 
and in the life of the college to create an engaged, 
inclusive, and equitable environment for classified, 
students, and faculty, promoting professional 
learning and inspiring leadership within our diverse 
community.

Vision
To lead in realizing the transformative mission of 
the community college at Mesa. 

We are

Current Senate

Meetings

Executive Board

Trina Larson, President

Yolanda Catano, Vice President

Alan Goodman, Board Admin

Charlie Lieu, Treasurer

Angie Avila, Member at Large

Senators

Alma Fuentes, Admin Services

Leanne Kunkee, Admin Services

Mona King, Instruction

Eva Parrill, Instruction

Johanna Aleman, Student Services

Kathy Fennessey, Student Services

Ad-Hoc
Jacqueline Collins, Exec Liaison

Nelly Bravo, Communications

Caterina Palestini, Elections Chair

Olivia Picolla, Outreach 

Danielle Short, AFT Liaison

Brandon Terrell, Evening Liaison

Senate meetings are held on 
the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of 
the month from 10:00-11:30 
in I4-402, unless noted. If 
you’d like to invite us to host 
the meeting in your area, let 
us know.

January 11
February 8 & 22
March 8 & 22
April 12 & 26
May 10 & 24

Communication 
Diversity 
Equity
Inclusion 
Leadership 
Participation
Professionalism
Representation
Respect 
Scholarship

• To build the foundation of a strong Classified Senate at Mesa
• To promote community among Mesa’s Classified 
• To develop outreach and communications strategies
• To continue our equity work and our support of immigrant students 
• To investigate and undertake fundraising opportunities

https://www.facebook.com/SD-Mesa-Classified-Senate-259348951238395/
https://www.instagram.com/sdmesaclassifiedsenate/
https://twitter.com/mesaclassified?lang=en
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Senate Member P: Liaison to
Johanna Aleman 2967 DSPS, EOPS, SSE, STAR
Angie Avila 2896 Admissions, SS Admin
Nelly Bravo 2587 FA, SSC 2nd Floor
Yolanda Catano 5034 LRC 1st & 2nd Floors
Jacqueline Collins 2554 MC 1st Floor
Kathy Fennessey 2700 SA, St. Acct, Child D, Cafe
Alma Fuentes 2814 Facilities
Alan Goodman 2809 B, C, D, G, Z, J (Non-Facilities)
Mona King 5087 M+S
Leanne Kunkee 2857 P, L, SB, MC 2nd Floor, SB
Trina Larson 2678 Outreach, Q, S
Charlie Lieu 2527 A Building
Eva Parrill 5000 LRC 3rd & 4th Floors
Olivia Picolla 2473 Counseling, TCE
Brandon Terrell 2755 Evening Staff

Classified News 

Equity Classifieds Speak at Conference

This year, the Office of Student Success and Equity applied
to the California League of Community Colleges to present
on The Stand at the annual conference. Our application
was accepted and this past November our team went to
San Jose, California, to present the work we have done and
are continuing to do to provide our students with access
to food and professional clothing. The team was made up
of Johanna Aleman (Student Services Technician), Claudia
Estrada-Howell (TCE Supervisor), Larry Maxey (Dean of
SSE) and Ashanti Hands (VPSS).

The purpose of the presentation was to share a game plan
for other colleges to start or expand the food pantries on
their campuses. We were able to provide our colleagues
with inspiration on the development of a campus food
pantry as well as have some interaction to learn the
various ways campuses are combating food insecurity.

Mesa Pathways 
Major Collegewide Initiative

The State Chancellor’s Office is funding ”Guided Pathways”
initiatives across the state to strengthen clear certificate and
degree pathways for students. Mesa is slated to receive $1.6
million dollars over five years to develop a Guided Pathways
framework for improving student outcomes.

Guided Pathways are intended to –

• begin with students’ learning and career interests;
• offer clear curricular direction:
• include effective and ongoing support; and
• and lead to timely and successful transfer, graduation, and

fulfilling careers.

Mesa Pathways
Colleges will develop their own pathway strategies, reflecting
their cultures, strengths, and collegial dialogue. Ours has been
coined ours “Mesa Pathways.” This Mesa-developed and Mesa-
led framework will rely on practices and programs that currently
exist and will also require self-reflection about our systems,
practices, and philosophies to improve or realign others.
According to Bridget Herrin, community colleges in the US that
have implemented similar pathway approaches have
significantly improved student outcomes.

Next Stage: Multi-Year Work-Plan Development
Due: March
Mesa is convening a group to develop a multi-year work plan,
due to the State in March. Classified will be represented on this
team beginning in January, based on interest expressed at the
Dec. 7th Senate meeting.

Plan Implementation

During its plan implementation stages, Pathways will rely on the
technical knowledge and insights of Classified more broadly.
This implementation will touch on the work of every Classified
Professional on campus. The work of SDSU scholars Frank
Harris III and Luke Wood demonstrate that the kindnesses and
accessibility of Facilities and Food Service Professionals have a
great influence on students’ sense of belonging on campus
and, therefore, their success. Mesa’s publications, web
presence, and the encounters students have at every counter
and desk are likewise influential. While Pathways will rely on
Instructional and Student Services, all Classified will play a role
in Pathways success.

Are you aware of a persistent stumbling block for students?
Have you looked for a forum to express such concerns? Would
you like to be involved? If so, contact Yolanda or Olivia via email
or phone.

Mesa Pathways Contacts
Yolanda Catano x5034 │ Olivia Picolla x2778

http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/current-initiatives/guided-pathways/
https://www.facebook.com/SD-Mesa-Classified-Senate-259348951238395/
https://www.instagram.com/sdmesaclassifiedsenate/
https://twitter.com/mesaclassified?lang=en
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Action Spotlight
Annual San Diego Center for Children Holiday Bazaar
Wednesday, December 20 │ 2:00-6:00 │ SD Center for Children

Donate
We need new, moderately priced gifts for people of all ages, bows, ribbon, tape,
and wrapping paper. One area of particular need is gifts for adult males. Are you
a male or do you know any? If so, maybe you could help us with your insider
knowledge and moderately deep pockets.

Volunteer to Help the Children Shop and Wrap: Wed, Dec 20, 2:00-6:00
Volunteers tend the Bazaar tables as children approach, each with a special
artifact: a handwritten list of the people they carry in their hearts. Each is like an
e. e. cummings poem about their lives which they ask us to help them write. “What
should I get my sister?” (What’s her favorite thing?) “Sleeping in.” (Ooh! Ear
plugs…)

There’s not a better way to spend a December afternoon. Sign up for one hour or
all afternoon, and if you disagree, maybe the Spirit of the Season will bring you
some ear plugs. Just because you tried.

Deadline
Drop donations off to Student Affairs in I4-408 by Monday, December 18, or
email/call Kathy Fennessey at 2700 for pickup.

Sign up to volunteer by emailing or calling Kathy Fennessey at x2700.

Just down the street each December, children at the beautiful Center for Children
participate in a Holiday Bazaar where they shop, not for themselves, but for their
brothers, sisters, parents, and closest relatives. The Classified Senate sponsors the
event by stocking their Bazaar and volunteering to help children select their gifts
and wrap them. This entire act of giving is a labor of love and is especially
meaningful because it allows the children in our village to share a little wrapped
something with those they love but are separated from for many reasons.

We wish we could do a little more, and with a little help, we can!

here	is	the	deepest	secret	nobody	knows	[…]
and	this	is	the	wonder	that's	keeping	the	stars	apart

i carry	your	heart(i carry	it	in	my	heart)

from [i carry	your	heart	with	me(i carry	it	in]	
by	e.	e.	cummings

Project Lead
Kathy Fennessey

https://www.facebook.com/SD-Mesa-Classified-Senate-259348951238395/
https://www.instagram.com/sdmesaclassifiedsenate/
https://twitter.com/mesaclassified?lang=en
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Department Spotlight
Mesa Tutoring and Computing Centers (MT2C)
Professionalizing Tutoring

We	are	educational	professionals.	

Mesa’s Tutoring program has established its goal to “become the model tutoring program in California.” Central to
realizing this effort is their commitment to helping tutors see themselves as educational professionals whose work
is that of expert learners, practitioners of sound tutoring methods, and educational mentors. To support their
professional development, Mesa Tutors -

Engage in Ongoing Professional Dialogue and Learning
The MT2C Leadership Team, which includes faculty, classified, and tutors, read and discuss books
relevant to their profession that excite them. Members of the Leadership Team learn as colleagues.
Recent book selections have included Back to School (Rose), Whistling Vivaldi (Steele), and For White
Folks Who Teach in the Hood and the Rest of Y’all Too (Emdin).

Mentor Each Other
Tutors teach and mentor each other, sharing ideas and strategies they’ve learned to support their
professions.

Present at Conferences
Tutors regularly attend and present at conferences. Most recently, Mesa tutors presented the following
topics at the Inland Empire Supplemental Instruction Conference.

Complete Advanced Certifications
In about two years, Mesa Tutors have achieved three levels of CRLA Programmatic Training Certification.

Receive Recognition for Professional Excellence
ACCJC Commendation:
ACCJC “team commend[ed] the College’s tutoring services for its committed employees and collaborative 
team oriented environment that includes professionalized student tutors. (II.B.1,II.B.3).”

Reflecting All Mesa Classified
This professionalization reflects Mesa Classified who serve the college as field experts, support teaching
and learning, and mentor students and our colleagues collegewide.

Using Mindfulness and Empathy to Meet Students Where They Are
Armor for Test Anxiety
Who Are You? How Culture Plays a Role in Education

James and Becky
Niko and Meiko
Kenny and Amanda

A Growth Mindset Through an Interdisciplinary Lens
Code Switching and Linguistic Bias
A Little off the Top: A Barbershop Model for [CT] Programs
Working with Nontraditional Student Tutees: Uncovering Assumptions.

Jose and Ramzy
Niko and Gideon
Mariam and Nicole
Becky

https://www.facebook.com/SD-Mesa-Classified-Senate-259348951238395/
https://www.instagram.com/sdmesaclassifiedsenate/
https://twitter.com/mesaclassified?lang=en
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AFT Corner

The new 2018 Economic Package for Classified Professionals in the San Diego Community College District is in.
Your Union worked out an agreement with the District to increase salaries across the board by 1.57%,
meaning all salary ranges will see an increase.

Additionally, your Union came to agreement to implement the new Bilingual Stipend that was bargained for in
the last contract negotiations. The Bilingual Stipend provides a 5% additive to a unit members base monthly
pay if their current position requires bilingual skills for the assignment. The unit member’s supervisor must
certify that the bilingual skills are a required component of the assignment.

This new Economic Package goes out to the membership to vote for ratification. You can vote to ratify this
agreement here. The deadline to vote is Wednesday, December 13. Your AFT Executive Council (your union
representatives) recommend you vote “YES” to ratify the agreement. If you have any questions regarding this
agreement please feel free to reach out to your classified union representatives. You Classified Union
Representatives at Mesa include: Ana Fuentes, Eva Parrill, LaKeita Platts, Danielle Short, and Carlota Vidrio.

December Days in the LOFT
Finals Week: December 11-14 │ The LOFT │ 9:30 AM – 5:30 PM
The LOFT is hosting “December Days” during Finals Week December 11-15, 9:30 – 5:30 each day. All
employees (Faculty, Classified Professionals, and Administrators) are invited to share in seasonal treats,
community building, reflection on their successes of the past semester and set new goals for next
semester. Individuals who bring a donation for the student food pantry, The Stand, can enter an opportunity
drawing. We hope to see you in the LOFT!

By	Danielle	Short,	JD

https://leadernet.aft.org/webform/classified-2018-raf-ratification-vote
https://www.facebook.com/SD-Mesa-Classified-Senate-259348951238395/
https://www.instagram.com/sdmesaclassifiedsenate/
https://twitter.com/mesaclassified?lang=en
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Bring us your bacon. We’ll fry it up in a pan.
Calling All Classified

Please consider donating $1.00-$5.00 per month through an automatic
payroll deduction to the Classified Senate. It is sooo easy to set up
through PeopleSoft. Contributions serve as our primary operating budget
for the year and help to fund activities like Classified Appreciation Week,
Classified scholarships, and the Center for Children Holiday Bazaar. Your
contribution will also help us continue to grow the Senate on behalf of all
Classified employees.

To pay via a monthly payroll deduction, see below or click here for step-
by-step instructions.

If you’d prefer to donate by cash or check, contact any member of the Senate Executive Board by email or phone
and we’ll make arrangements to come pick it up. If you’d like a receipt, we can provide that, as well. Let us know.

Charlie Lieu 2527 │ Trina Larson 2678 │ Yolanda Catano 5034 │ Alan Goodman 2809│ Angie Avila 2896

Project Lead: Charlie Lieu

Voluntary	
Deductions

Review	&	
Click	“Submit”

You’ll	find
Classified	Senate	
in	the	drop-down.

4

5 6 Complete	
Fields

Your dues can be paid monthly via a payroll deduction. 

1. Go to: https://myportal.sdccd.edu and sign in to your PeopleSoft account
2. Click “Menu” on the upper-left corner
3. Select “Employee Service Center” and choose “My Pay” 
4. Select “Voluntary Deductions” from the drop down menu
5. Click the “Add Deduction” button
6. Complete required fields in the Voluntary Deductions area and click “Submit”

http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/documents/Payroll Deduction Instructions.pdf
https://myportal.sdccd.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SD-Mesa-Classified-Senate-259348951238395/
https://www.instagram.com/sdmesaclassifiedsenate/
https://twitter.com/mesaclassified?lang=en
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Scholarship Awards Ceremony April 20│Doubletree, Hazard Center

Classified Appreciation Week May 7-11

Classified Awards Luncheon May 9│MC211│12:00-2:00

Commencement May 19│USD

Classi-Con 2018 June 5-7

Classified Leadership Institute 2018
Sponsored by CA Community College Classified Senate (4CS)
Ventura, CA     |     June 14-16, 2018     |     Registration Deadline: Feb 23

All Classified are eligible to attend this annual Classified Leadership Institute, a conference hosted by
our State Senate organization. Topics are relevant to all classified. Governance participation is not
required, although attendees may return inspired to participate in the Classified Senate. Some AFT
funding is available by request for. Registration: $650.00. For more information, click here.

Save the Dates

Check out Mesa Pathways article on the News and Information page and contact
Yolanda Catano x5034, Trina Larson x2678, or Olivia Picolla x2778 for more
information. This will be a very rewarding project that will benefit from your input.

Mesa Pathways
Multiple Forms of Participation

http://www.ccccs.org/activities/cli/2018/index.dwt
https://www.facebook.com/SD-Mesa-Classified-Senate-259348951238395/
https://www.instagram.com/sdmesaclassifiedsenate/
https://twitter.com/mesaclassified?lang=en
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Holiday Shopping Advice
Lessons Learned about 

the Hard-to-Shop-For 
by Olivia Picolla

You know that one random cousin,
or coworker you really haven’t
broken the ice with, but now you
have them as Secret Santa? We
have answers. There are some
useful gift guides I have used in the
past. Here’s some advice… try not
to think about what you don’t know
about the person and focus on what
you do know, for example, their age
(if they openly tell you), their style
(based on the graphic tees and flip-
flops they wear), or even the
lunches you’ve seen them buy, or
better yet if they like Starbucks, buy
them a gift card and throw it in a
coffee mug (or tea mug, we don’t
discriminate here).

♢ Great  Gift  Guides ♢
For people who appreciate the Randomness
Organized by Category?
Perfect: Fun && Interactive
Let’s go Back in Time ...to young and old, 
meek and the bold. )

Find where your birthday falls under on the zodiac chart and CLICK. If you’re
on the borders, tales have been told that you can be half of the two signs
you border. Enjoy! Always remember…horoscopes are 110% true ;)Horoscopes

December

https://www.buzzfeed.com/yiyang/things-that-make-absolutely-perfect-gifts?origin=g-nofil&utm_term=.syDJYBY9D6#.koK1JXJRDP
https://www.nytimes.com/guides/gifts/holiday-gift-guide
http://www.refinery29.com/gift-guides/#/choosePerson
http://www.refinery29.com/gift-guides/#/choosePerson
http://www.elle.com/horoscopes/monthly/a82/capricorn-monthly-horoscope/
http://www.elle.com/horoscopes/monthly/a83/aquarius-monthly-horoscope/
http://www.elle.com/horoscopes/monthly/a84/pisces-monthly-horoscope/
http://www.elle.com/horoscopes/monthly/a61/aries-monthly-horoscope/
http://www.elle.com/horoscopes/monthly/a74/taurus-monthly-horoscope/
http://www.elle.com/horoscopes/monthly/a75/gemini-monthly-horoscope/
http://www.elle.com/horoscopes/monthly/a77/leo-monthly-horoscope/
http://www.elle.com/horoscopes/monthly/a78/virgo-monthly-horoscope/
http://www.elle.com/horoscopes/monthly/a78/virgo-monthly-horoscope/
http://www.elle.com/horoscopes/monthly/a80/scorpio-monthly-horoscope/
http://www.elle.com/horoscopes/monthly/a81/sagittarius-monthly-horoscope/
http://www.elle.com/horoscopes/daily/a100/cancer-daily-horoscope/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_most_expensive_paintings
https://www.rd.com/culture/what-does-auld-lang-syne-mean/
https://www.etsy.com/market/albert_einstein_gift
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby/
https://www.facebook.com/SD-Mesa-Classified-Senate-259348951238395/
https://www.instagram.com/sdmesaclassifiedsenate/
https://twitter.com/mesaclassified?lang=en
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Shout-Outs

For Sale or Wanted

Mesa College Football
Congratulations to the MESA OLYMPIANS for
winning the Southern California Bowl Game
against the Santa Ana Dons!

Joel Arias, Webmaster and All-Around Pal
A warm thanks to Joel Arias for his help in developing
our webpages in time for the holiday fundraiser.

Wanted: Donations for the SD Center for Children Holiday Bazaar

Gifts for people of all ages, especially for teen and adult males. Also,
wrapping paper, bows, ribbon, and tape and volunteers, Wednesday,
December 20th, 2:00-6:00. Please volunteer and donate items by Monday,
Dec 18. Contact: Kathy Fennessey at x2700 for more information.

Wanted: Just in time to close out the 2017 Tax Season! 
Donate non-perishable food and professional clothing to The Stand. Tax
receipts available! Stop by The Stand or I4-401 with donations, or call
Johanna Aleman at x5940 with any questions. Thank you!

For Sale: Dave & Buster’s Power Cards!

Click HERE to purchase online or contact
Charlie Lieu by email or at x2527 to pay
by cash or check or for more information.

Wanted: Ideas from you for Classified Ink!

Contact Trina Larson by email or by calling
x2678. Our next issue: March. Get in on it!

http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/classified-senate-fundraising.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/SD-Mesa-Classified-Senate-259348951238395/
https://www.instagram.com/sdmesaclassifiedsenate/
https://twitter.com/mesaclassified?lang=en



